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TAKE A CLOSER LOOK
 AA/EEO/disability/vet

The aftermath
of Stones River

See Page 6

2015: Basketball tops charts, 
both girls, boys in TSSAA play

From Cannon Courier Staff  reports

Cannon County’s basketball teams cel-
ebrated a historical 2014-15 one last time 
with the annual postseason banquet inside 
Robert  A. Harris Gymnasium on March 
28. It was a chance for the players, coaches, 
and parents a chance to refl ect on the mag-
ical season by both the boys and girls team

Of course, we all remember the Li-
onett es starting the postseason on Feb. 13 
as a No. 5 seed in District 8AA, while the 
boys were in the middle of a long win-
ning streak since New Year Eve’s 2014. For 
both squads, it a special journey through 
the postseason, which included long road 
trips, two snowstorms, and several sched-
ule changes. However, through it all, both 
teams will be remembered for its success 
for a long time as the Lionett es advanced 
to its third state tournament in four years, 
while the Lions was one game away from 
earning a trip to the Murphy Center for 
the fi rst time in 30 years. 

”It is really important to me because 
everyone doubted us as far as we got,” 
Lionett e senior Erin McReynolds said. “It 
just means that 10 times more special, be-
cause we were not supposed to make it as 
far as we actually did. It made our team 
closer because we really had to dig down.”

“It is very special,” Lions senior Jacob 
Nave said. “We did accomplish a lot this 
year. We won the most wins in Cannon 
County history and won the region. I am 
really happy about it.”

The night was not about what could 
have been, especially for the Lions after 
coming so close to tasting history and end-
ing a 30-year curse, or the Lionett es trying 
to win another state title with the fi rst and 
only coming back in 1989. Instead, it was 
a chance for everyone to come together, 
especially those who played such an im-
portant role in the success of the team this 
season.

Magical run ends for CC girls

  The magical run though the postseason 
ended at the 2015 TSSAA State Tourna-
ment for the Cannon County girls’ bas-
ketball team. Its season concluded with a 
69-48 loss to Martin Luther King during 
the Class AA quarterfi nals. The Lionett es 
fi nished the season with a 24-10 record 

and Region 4 champions.
Coming into the tournament, CCHS 

had been on a magical ride through the 
postseason after a less than stellar regu-
lar season, in which they earned the No. 
5 seed in District 8. During the next two 
weeks, the Lionett es defeated the top 
four seeds ahead of them to win the Re-
gion title. They could have won the dis-
trict also, but the title game was cancelled 
because of the ice storm a few days ago. 
However, their Region title earned 
them a home sectional game against 
Sequoyah on March 1 at the Robert A. 
Harris Gym in front of a standing room 
only crowd, which the game sold out 
in 15 minutes. At stake was a third con-
secutive appearance, and fourth in fi ve 
years to the Elite Eight in Murfreesboro. 
The Lionett es knew they had to fi ght with 
everything they had in order to reach their 
goal, but by now they were already used 
to it since hardly anybody gave them a 
shot before the postseason started to make 
it back to the Glass House inside the Mur-

phy Center.
CCHS had fi ve players in double fi g-

ures to help them return to the state 
tournament. Kristen Hale led the way 
with 14, Autumn King had 13, McReyn-
olds and Davis each had 12, and Ken-
dra Maynard chipped in with 11.
With the win, CCHS was heading back to 
its 14th state tournament, and fourth in 
the past fi ve years. Of course, it was hop-
ing for its fi rst state title since 1989. 

The Lionett es quarterfi nal opponent was 
Martin Luther King, based out of the Mu-
sic City. This was the fi rst ever meeting be-
tween the schools, and the Lady Royals were 
hoping of make some history of their own. 
MLK qualifi ed for the state tournament 
for the fi rst time ever last season, but 
it was eliminated in the quarterfi nals. 
However, they were coming off  a huge 
upset victory over No. 2 ranked and 
once-beaten CPA in their sectional game. 
Early in the opening quarter, CCHS hung 
in with MLK and the score was tied at 10 
after a layup by Hale with 1:28 left. How-
ever, the Lady Royals took the lead for 
good when six foot senior guard Jordan 
Majors blocked a Lionett es shot, and fel-

low senior guard Briana Smith converted 
a three-point play with :53 seconds left in 
the fi rst quarter to put them ahead 13-10. 

That would be the closest CCHS 
would get during the rest of the game. 
  “I am proud of these kids, no matt er what 
happened tonight,” Dodgen said after the 
loss. “Obviously, you come here wanting 
to win it, and you want to do everything 
you can to win it. Sometimes it just does 
not happen. You cannot lose three starters, 
and three of our leading scorers when you 
are trying to make a run to cut it to seven. I 
am proud of our kids’ eff ort, and I thought 
they played hard. They gave it everything 
they had, and that is all you can ask for. 
Senior Kendra Maynard led CCHS in 
scoring with 15 points, while McReynolds 
added 11 in a losing eff ort. MLK got 22 
from Smith and 21 from Majors in the win.

Hannah Whited wins acclaim

Most of the att ention this school year 
on the CCHS athletic fi eld belonged to a 
well-rounded, very talented senior class, 
including the McReynolds, Josh Ruehlen 

Kendra Maynard speeds down the court 
during the Lionett es’ Girls State quarter-
fi nal outing against Martin Luther King.

RONNIE BURKS photos
Under the new lights, Cannon County High School football team opened the 2015 
home portion of their schedule on Aug. 28 against Jackson County. It was also throw-
back night as the Lions wore jerseys from back in the day honoring those former play-
ers in program history. 

GA magazine features Dillard 
See 2015, Page 9

Woodbury native LaShonda 
Dillard was recently honored for 
her leadership in Clayton County, 
Ga.

A 1993 Cannon County High 
School graduate, she’s the daugh-
ter of Jeanett e Dillard of Wood-
bury. Dillard, Waffl  e House op-
erations manager, was recently 
featured by Clayton magazine as 
an “Overachievers 40 & Under.”

The former paralegal has made 
great contributions to various 
public organizations and institu-
tions, sparking the interest and 
involvement of others with her 
enthusiasm. 

“Leadership has always been 
near and dear to my heart;’’ she 
says. Dillard, a 2012 graduate of 
the Clayton County Grass Roots 
leadership Institute, uses her tal-
ents to push forward and help the 
organizations that she truly be-
lieves in.

 When asked where she fi nds 
her passion for leading others to 

success, Dillard cites her child-
hood as the infl uence for her drive. 
“My parents were always leaders. 
My mother has always served as 
an advocate for my sister, who has 
special needs. She’s always led the 
path towards her development, 
fi nding programs and assistance 
despite what could have stood in 
her way:’ Dillard shares. 

Dillard held an early passion 
for assisting with legal projects, 
beginning her career in legal re-
search and paralegal work as a le-
gal secretary in 1997. “During my 
tenure as a paralegal, I managed 
antitrust compliance matt ers, 
workers’ compensation cases, 
conducted expert witness inter-
views, and assisted counsel with 
all aspects of litigated matt ers;’ 
she recalls. 

Such comprehensive work 
earned her a position serving 
the National Federation of Para-
legal Associations, Inc.’s Board 
of Directors. She was appointed 

to serve as Region III Director, 
where she trained local repre-
sentatives on increasing their 
membership numbers, conduct-
ed meetings, and kept mem-
bers abreast of national news 
aff ecting the paralegal industry. 
Following her time as a paralegal, 
Dillard decided to take a turn into 
a role more fi tt ing of her aptitude 
for management. She embarked 
on a new journey as an Opera-
tions Manager at Waffl  e House. 
“In my current position, I man-
age a staff  of hourly employees 
in a 24 hour restaurant environ-
mentalist;’ she explains. The store 
has enjoyed great success under 
her guidance, as she was recently 
recognized for having the high-
est sales increase in her division. 
  In 2013, she was appointed by 
District Commissioner Shana M. 
Rooks to serve a three year term as 
Secretary on the Clayton County 
Library Board. In this role, Dillard 
has kept meetings in order, and 

taken important notes for execu-
tive review. She has also become 
a 2015-16 participant of Leader-
ship Clayton, a program spon-
sored by the Clayton Chamber of 
Commerce that hosts workshops 
pertaining to the development of 

LaShonda Dillard, formerly of 
Woodbury, uses her talents to 
help organizations she believes 
in.

See DILLARD Page 9

89-year-old
dies in rain
storm crash
A 89-year-old Wood-

bury pedestrian died the 
night of December 16 
when she was struck by a 
truck while crossing South 
McCrary Street in a heavy 
rainstorm.

Nannie Bell Mears, 
89, was declared dead at 
the scene of the accident, 
which occurred shortly 
after 10 p.m. Mrs. Mears 
was using an umbrella 
when she was struck by 
the truck.

She was struck by a 
1999 Chevrolet S14 pickup 
truck driven by 40-year-
old Jason D. Johnson.

The accident was inves-
tigated by State Trooper 
Rodney Whiles.

See CRASH,  Page 9
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O B I T U A R I E S

For up to date obituary information, go to

www.cannoncourier.com

Jack Hopson Turney
Jack Hopson Turney, 98, passed away Wednesday, 
December 23, 2015 at Woodbury Health Care Center.  He 
was a native of Wilson Co., Tn.

He is survived by his wife of 74 years, Mabel Hawkins 
Turney of Auburntown; children, Roger (Shirley) Turney 
of Auburntown, Dennis (Sue) Turney of Cookeville, Jackie 
Sue (James) Waterfall of Nevada City, CA. and Kenneth 
(Scarlett ) Turney of Murfreesboro; 14 Grandchildren and 
23 great grandchildren also survive.

Mr. Turney was preceded in death by his parents, Claude 
and Nannie Kennedy Turney; Brothers and Sisters, Hugh 
Turney, Jasper Turney, Ralph Turney, Ray Turney and 
Mary Patt erson and Daughter-in-law, Lois Turney.

He was a member of the Auburn Church of Christ and 
automatic welder. Mr. Turney loved to garden and was an 
antique milk glass collector.   

Funeral services will be 2 pm Sunday, December 27, 
2015 at Auburn Church of Christ with Bro. David Dunn 
offi  ciating.  Interment will follow in the Prosperity 
Cemetery. Pallbearers includes Todd Turney, Cory 
Turney, Travis Turney, Scott  Turney, Darrell Turney and 
Cole Turney. Visitation with the family will be Sunday, 
December 27, 12 PM until 2 PM at Auburn Church of 
Christ Woodbury Funeral Home, 615-563-2311 or www.
woodburyfuneralhome.net

Cannon Courier, January 6, 2016
Woodbury, Tennessee

Ralph “Buddy” Mooneyham
Ralph “Buddy” Mooneyham, 75, died Monday, December 
28, 2015 at Centennial Medical Center following a sudden 
illness.  He was a native of Cannon Co.
 
He is survived by his siblings, Roy Mooneyham, Maude 
Rebecca (Charles) Davenport, Bett y Jean (Ralph) 
Reed, Lovie George Phillips, Annie Marie Bosworth 
all of Woodbury; Sister-in-law: Mable Mooneyham of 
Woodbury; Close Friends: James & Sally Brown and Earl 
Dawson; Several Nieces and Nephews also survive
 
Mr. Mooneyham was preceded in death by his parents, 
Jesse Oscar and Maude Rebecca Moody Mooneyham; wife, 
Helen Marie Bain Mooneyham; Siblings, James Paul, Jessie, 
Mack, Charlie Bratt en, Frank and John L. Mooneyham, 
Willie Matt  Merriman, Janie Katherine Thomas and Mary 
Elizabeth Mooneyham.
 
He was retired from Slatt on Brothers as a machine operator. 
Buddy lived all of his life in the house he was raised in.  He 
was a happy go lucky man that loved his family and his 
animals. 
 
Funeral services will be 11 am Thursday, Dec. 31, 2015 in 
the Chapel of Woodbury Funeral Home with Bro. Richard 
Haley & Bro. Ray Patrick offi  ciating.  Interment will follow 
in the Prater Cemetery.  Visitation with the family will be 
from 11 am until 8 pm Wednesday, December 28, 2015. 
 
Woodbury Funeral Home, 615-563-2311 or www.
woodburyfuneralhome.net
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MONUMENTS

Woodbury Funeral Home 
(615) 563-2311

Nannie Bell Mathis Mears, age 88
Survived by daughter Mazel P Mathis & son Robert L Mathis.

Preceded in death by son Charlie B Mathis 
and husband John Mears.

Nannie Bell Mathis Mears lived at 927 South McCrary Street, 
Woodbury TN; died on the 16th, December 2015, 10:00 pm, 

due to being run over by a S10 Pick-Up.  
She was fully dressed, held a fl ashlight in her hand with 

the light on, was knocked 112 feet and was dead on the scene.  
The fl ashlight was still on, laying close to eight inches of the 

sidewalk where the impact started.

Her son and daughter really miss their mother extremely.  
If anyone can help them out it would be appreciated.  

Ms. Nannie was a member of the Church of Christ and a house wife.  

From the family of 
Jerry Lynn Brandon:

We can't begin to 
express how blessed, 

humbled, and overwhelmed 
we have been by the 
outpouring of love 
and support shown 

to our family during t
he loss of our husband, 

father, and grandfather. 
You will never know how 

much your calls, texts, messages, 
prayers, offers of help, food, 

hugs, and standing in a long line 
to offer comfort have meant to us. 

Thank you.
The Brandon Family

Bett y Lou Shoemaker
Bett y Lou Shoemaker, age 78, 
died December 26, 2015, at 
Alive Hospice Residence in 
Nashville. She was a native 
of the Gassaway Community 
in Cannon County and was 
the daughter of the late Lytle 
and Evelyn Melton Witt y.  She 
was preceded in death by her 
husband Delmar Shoemaker, 
Sr., who died in 1990, a sister, 
Nell Summar and her husband 
Gordon, and two brothers, 
James and Charles Witt y. 

Mrs. Shoemaker is survived by children, Al Williams 
(Brenda) of Mt. Juliet, Eve Williams McClure (Gary) 
of Brentwood, Linda Overall Jenkins (Walter) of 
Murfreesboro, Shirley Shoemaker Seput (Gary) of 
Burlingame, CA, and Delmar Shoemaker, Jr., of San Diego, 
CA; siblings, Howard Witt y (Barbara) of McMinnville, 
Ann Fortner (Bob) of Nashville, and Rosemary Geddes 
(Don) of Nashville; sisters-in-law, Janie Witt y and Ellene 
Witt y; grandchildren, Hart, Robert, and Frances Williams, 
Evan, Sarah, Peyton, and Elliot McClure, Lisa Taylor (Jan 
Reese), Amber Overall Jordan (Buddy), and Benton Overall 
(Katie); and four great-grandchildren, Ginny and Zachary 
Jordan, Addison Overall, and Madelynn McCall. 

Funeral services will be 11:00 a.m. Saturday at Woodfi n 
Memorial Chapel in Murfreesboro.  Bro. Ron Harper and 
Bro. David Dunn will offi  ciate.  Burial will be in Evergreen 
Cemetery.  Grandsons will serve as active pallbearers.  
Honorary pallbearers will be Joe Reeves, Ross Spielman, 
Don Greever, Gordon Wilken, and John Whitmore.  
Visitation will be Friday from 4:00 until 7:00 p.m. at 
Woodfi n Memorial Chapel. 

Mrs. Shoemaker was a member of Salem Creek Church 
of Christ (formerly Minerva Drive Church of Christ).  
Throughout her life, she enjoyed Bible study and 
participated in Bible Study Fellowship (BSF) for seven years.  
She worked for the regional offi  ce of State Farm and retired 
from there after 36 years.  She was a volunteer with the 
American Cancer Society, Alive Hospice of Murfreesboro, 
Inner City Ministries, and Alive Hospice Camp Forget-Me-
Not.  She traveled extensively for missions work and for 
enjoyment.  

Family was very important to her; in addition to being 
part of their lives as much as possible, she prayed for them 
daily.  She was known for showing grace and compassion, 
even in her last few years, especially to those who needed 
help.

The family off ers special thanks to Vanderbilt Hospital 
Palliative Care, Vanderbilt Stallworth Rehabilitation 
Hospital, and Alive Hospice for their exceptional care.  We 
are forever grateful.

Memorials may be made to Alive Hospice and Salem Creek 
Church of Christ in memory of Mrs. Shoemaker.
Woodfi n Memorial Chapel. 615-893-5151. www.
woodfi nchapel.com

Cannon Courier, January 6, 2016
Woodbury, Tennessee

Customer Peter Parker that won the Christmas Case 
Knife Give-Away drawing at Pott er's Ace Hardware 
of Woodbury. Pott er's Ace Hardware would like to 
congratulate Mr. Parker on winning the knife and wish all 
our customers a Happy New Year! Pott er's Ace Hardware 
would also like to thank everyone for their business during 
2015 and say they look forward to helping their customers 
with all their home improvement projects in 2016

IVY BLUFF NEWS
By Bonnie Stacy

   Shirley Atnip visited Dot 
and Edward Tucker on 
Sunday.  
     Barbara Bailey spent 
the Christmas Holidays 
in Huntsville AL with her 
sister and brother-in-law 
Jane and Jack Vickers and 
family.
      Jack and Jane Vickers 
and jamily from Huntsville 
Al had brunch with 
Barbara Bailey on Sunday 
morning.  Then went to 

Coff ee County to visit with 
Jack’s family the Vickers.
    My sympathy to all who 
have lost loved ones and 
get well wishes to all the 
sick in the community.

Blessed are they who can 
laugh at themselves for they 
shall never cease to be amused.

     As the regional 
catalyst for economic 
development, the 
Upper Cumberland 
Development District 
is busy assisting local 
communities throughout 
the 14 county region as 
they apply for the 2016 
round of Community 
Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) funding.  
Established in 1974 by 
Title I of the Community 
Development Act, the 
CDBG program is used 
to address critical or 
unmet community needs.  
Primarily, CDBG funds 
are used to expand 
economic opportunities 
and improve the quality 
of life for persons of low 
and moderate income.  
In order to determine if 
a community meets the 
eligibility requirements, 
UCDD staff  conducts 
surveys or interviews 
of local residents and 
compiles data for the grant 
application.  Over the 
next few weeks residents 
may be contacted by 
telephone or in-person in 
as information is gathered 
for the next round of 
funding.      
 CDBG funding 
can be used for a variety 
of projects including 
housing rehabilitation, 
emergency services, fi re 
protection, or water and 
sewer line improvements.  
In 2013, more than 

2,500 rural communities 
benefi ted from these 
federal funds.  Currently 
in the Upper Cumberland 
there are CDBG projects 
underway in many 
communities including  
Van Buren County, Clay 
County, Gainesboro, and 
Cravenstown, to name 
a few.  Last year Van 
Buren County received 
CDBG funding to reduce 
water loss and improve 
its water system.  Earlier 
this year, the City of 
Algood wrapped up a 
housing rehabilitation 
project.  This past October, 
Clay County received a 
CDBG which will allow 
them to purchase a much 
needed ambulance to 
bett er serve their citizens.  
Applications for the 2016 
funding round are due 
the end of February and 
awards are typically 
announced in the fall each 
year.           
 If you have 
questions about the CDBG 
program or the application 
process, please call 931-
432-4111 and ask to speak 
with someone from the 
Economic Development 
Department for more 
information.

Surveys to be 
conducted to benefi t 
local communities

 The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today 
fi nalized a rule to ensure that farm safety-net payments 
are issued only to active managers of farms that operate 
as joint ventures or general partnerships, consistent with 
the direction and authority provide by Congress in the 
2014 Farm Bill. The action, which exempts family farm 
operations, closes a loophole where individuals who 
were not actively part of farm management still received 
payments.
   "The federal farm safety-net programs are designed to 
protect against unanticipated changes in the marketplace 
for those who actively share in the risk of that farming 
operation," said Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack. "To 
ensure that help goes to those who genuinely need it, such 
as America's farm families, the Farm Bill authorized USDA 
to close a loophole and limit payments from those not 
involved on a daily basis in nonfamily farm management."
Since 1987, the broad defi nition of "actively engaged" 
resulted in some general partnerships and joint ventures 
adding managers to the farming operation, qualifying for 
more payments, that did not substantially contribute to 
management. 
     For more information, visitwww.usda.gov/farmbill. 
To learn more about Farm Service Agency, visit www.fsa.
usda.gov.

USDA Removes Farm Program Payments to 
Managers Not Actively Engaged in Farming
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Weather’s fi nally chang-
ing after today’s heavy 
rainfall and we will be 
gett ing back to what win-
ter weather is supposed to 
be like. We have all been 
spoiled by the summer-like 
temperatures we have been 
having in the 70s. The 40s 
for highs and the mid-20s 
for lows will soon be giv-
ing us a reality check.

I can’t remember a 
Christmas when it wasn’t 
cold so this one will be for 
me a Christmas to remem-
ber and put down on my 
calendar. Maybe we will 
have snow and cold weath-
er next year at Christmas 
time. Now that would be 
ideal -- so keep your fi n-
gers crossed.

Are you gett ing ready 
to have some New Year’s 
resolutions that you just 
know you are going to 
keep this time? Cleaning 
out some clutt er in our 
house would be a nice ges-
ture I imagine. If I don’t 
do it now while I’m being 
held hostage in our house, 
it will not get done for sure 
if Spring comes early. Ev-
eryone around here gets 
“cabin fever” especially 
when March 20th, the fi rst 
day of Spring, offi  cially ar-
rives. Gett ing out of prison 
probably describes it best 
as so many of us take to 
our lawns to remove de-
bris and get the mowers all 
cranked up and ready for 
duty.

The smell of wild onions 
with the fi rst mowing will 
take you away bett er than 
“Calgon” ever did to only 
a few of us according to 
a random phone survey 
made in February 2014 to 
make a new people answer 

their phone because some 
just don’t care for telemar-
keters.

Saw a ton of people 
at Short Mountain Mar-
ket/the meeting place on 
Thursday, Christmas Eve. 
Ralph Gunter, Barry Bogle, 
Chloe Evelyn Bogle, Joe 
Gunter, Ralph’s mom, Son-
ya, Matt hew and Eric and 
Ralph and Debby. Some 
of the people at the tables I 
did not know. It was a full 
house for sure. Just like at 
Thanksgiving, customers 
were served a treat with 
a plate of great food for 
their patronage to the store 
during the year. This is an 
annual tradition for Ralph 
and Debby to do. My hat 
is off  to you guys for your 
generosity to so many peo-
ple.

People we need to keep 
praying for the family of 
Kathy “Kat’ Martin, Mai 
Nell Melton’s daughter. 
She passed away Decem-
ber 16, 2015. Kathy had 
cancer and was only 47 
years old. She had accepted 
Jesus Christ as her personal 
Savior so we know she was 
celebrating His birthday 
on December 25. No bett er 
place to be than in the pres-
ence of Jesus. All of us who 
have accepted Jesus Christ 
want to make that “victory 
lap” someday like Kathy, 
don’t we?

Others to keep in prayer: 
Ruth Brown, Chloe Eve-
lyn Bogle, Fay Pitt s, Tracy 
Neal, Edith Miller, Denise 
Stanton, Luther Lawrence, 
the families of Wanda Zeh 
and Brenda Vanderpool, 
and also Carlon Melton.

We have some January 
birthdays to let you know 
about: Tony Neal, 1st, Faye 

Ferrell, 1st, Melvin Ferrell, 
9th, Houston Parker, 14th, 
Debby Harvey, 21st, Rod-
ney Young, 21st, our grand-
son, William “Aubrey” Fr-
yar, 22nd, Fay Pitt s, 24th, 
Reese “Liz” Mendenhall, 
24th, Nancy Clement, 26th, 
Henry Fisher Melton, 27th, 
and David Melton, 31st.

Visitors at hour house 
recently were Rick and 
Beverly Hubler and grand-
daughter Kayla. Also, Lynn 
and Brenda Underwood, 
Katie and Hunter.

Christmas Day brought 
quite a monsoon with a 
raging river of water in the 
ditch behind our house and 
another river in front of the 
house going down the road 
with some in the yard. It 
was probably too wet for 
even the “litt le green men” 
or that “invisible cow’ as 
they would have likely 
drowned with that kind of 
conditions.

I guess they are a lot 
more cautious about get-
ting out in the open after 
Bobby captured them a lit-
tle while back. They could 
have pulled off  that caper 
(to disrupt our party and 
would not have been no-
ticed if it had been Hal-
loween night with so many 
people in costumes. Lady 
Luck was on our side De-
cember 11 thanks to Bob-
by’s quick action on the 
matt er.

If you have any news for 
the column, just give me a 
call (615) 563-4429.  Have a 
great day!

  
***

In all these things we are 
more than conquerors though 
Him that loved us. Romans 
8:37

News from 
the Mountain

BY CAROL GUNTER

Warm temperatures spoiled us

New Accelerant Detecting K-9 Joins 
State Bomb & Arson Team

K-9 Scooter Will Sniff  Out Accelerants in Middle Tennessee

The Tennessee State Fire 
Marshal’s Offi  ce Bomb & 
Arson Section welcomes 
Special Agent/K-9 Handler 
Michael Zimmermann 
and K-9 Scooter as the 
newest accelerant detection 
K-9 team for the Middle 
Tennessee region.
 
Zimmermann, 37, and 
Scooter recently completed 
intensive training courses 
at the Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives’ (ATF) Canine 
Training Center in Front 
Royal, Va. K-9 Scooter, 
who is a 1-year-old Golden 
Labrador, is an accelerant 
detection K-9 and trained 
to detect the odors found in 
fl ammable liquids. 
 
“Accelerant detection dogs’ 
keen sense of smell are a 
fast and eff ective way to 
help technicians determine 

if a fi re has 
been set with 
an ignitable 
l i q u i d , ” 
T e n n e s s e e 
D e p a r t m e n t 
of Commerce 
& Insurance 
D e p u t y 
Commissioner 
Gary West said. 
“Special Agent 
Zimmermann 
and K-9 Scooter 
will be crucial 
in helping 
investigate fi res 
t h r o u g h o u t 
M i d d l e 
Tennessee.”
 
Scooter, who 
was provided 
to the State 
Fire Marshal’s 
Offi  ce through 
a cooperative 
a g r e e m e n t 
with ATF, 
will live with 
Zimmermann 
and his family 
when she is off  
duty.
 
“I’m honored 
to be working 
with Scooter,” 
Zimmermann 
said. “She’s a 
great partner, 
and we 
i m m e d i a t e l y 
c o n n e c t e d . 
She’s going to 
be a tremendous 
asset to the 
Bomb and 

Arson Section and the 
entire State of Tennessee.”
 
A Lewis County native and 
resident of Hohenwald, 
Zimmermann formerly 
worked for the Hohenwald 
Police Department before 
joining the Bomb & Arson 
Section. His wife of 16 years 
is Joy Zimmermann and 
their son is Bryson.



Talk about some crazy weather...
It’s the New Year and spring is 

here. Or is it summer?
At any rate, the air conditioner 

was on most of the Christmas 
holiday week. While we managed 
to avoid most of the truly bad 
weather, it certainly was wet and 
stormy.

Typically this time of year, we are 
bundled up and wishing for warm 
weather. But while it was warm in 
Tennessee, it was snowing in Texas. 
So what’s a feller gonna do?

I checked my Farmers Almanac 
and discovered all sorts of 
predictions dealing with Christmas 
week.

If there’s thunder during Christmas 
week, the winter will be anything but 
meek.

That doesn’t sound good.

If it rains on Christmas, there will be 
four weeks with no sun.

Yuck! That’s depressing.

But most of the news from 
Farmers Almanac was good and 
uplifting.

A windy Christmas is a sign of a 
good year to come.

If there is much wind on Christmas 
Day, trees will bear much fruit.

A green Christmas brings a heavy 
harvest.

Yep, that is all good news.
Unfortunately on Monday 

(December 28), the cold , gloomy 
weather began to return.

So probably as 2016 wanders in, 
the weather will return to typical 
January conditions. Hopefully, I 
will be able to fi nd my gloves and 
winter coat. (Surely I didn’t toss 
them?) They’re probably in the 
backseat of my car after I ditched 
them.

Wonder if it will snow this 
winter?

If Christmas day be bright and clear, 
there’ll be two winters in the year.

Well anyway, wasn’t that rare full 
moon prett y on Christmas Eve?

The nearer the New Moon to 
Christmas Day, the harder the winter.

Durn it!
We’ll just 

have to wait 
and see 
what this 
winter will 
bring.

***
Ever 

notice how 
those lite 
and brite 
Christmas 
songs sound 
horrible after the holiday is past? 
Heck, I even enjoyed the TV spots 
featuring that litt le bearded goggle-
head car dealer.

The same is true with those TV 
commercials that caught your 
att ention before Christmas. You 
can’t switch the channel quick 
enough. Or at least I can’t.  Give me 
that remote!

***

All of this rain, what would it 
have measured if the weather was 
freezing and the rain was snow?

That’s an interesting question. 
Most of us have heard the old 
statement that one inch of snow 
would equal a foot of snow. Well 
that’s not necessarily true.

The National Weather Service 
says on average, 13 inches of snow 
equals one inch of rain in the US, 
although this ratio can vary from 
two inches for sleet to nearly 50 
inches for very dry, powdery snow 
under certain conditions. 

On Christmas Day, Woodbury 
received 2.46 inches of rain. So 
when you throw in the national 
average that would equal nearly 
32 inches of snow.  You know what 
its like when we get 1 or 2 inches 
of snow in Middle Tennessee. The 
area is paralyzed. There’s a rush 
for milk and loaf bread. Cars and 
trucks wreck left and right.

Now think what it would be like 
if we got 32 inches of powdery 
white stuff ? We would be struck 
with winter paralysis. We would 
be stuck until good, ol’ Tennessee 
weather fl opped it around again.

Man-o-man, but can’t you just 
imagine Snowmageddon in the 
Volunteer State.

My Take
Mike West
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Forrest’s fallen
rest in bosom
of donated land

Crazy weather keeps
us on the move

Forrest’s Fallen Soldiers Rest in Bosom 
of Land Donated by Pulaski Farmer

It was during research for accurate 
history about Confederate General 
Nathan Bedford Forrest that I discovered 
wife Pat’s great grandsons, Beckett  
and Emerson Nelson, ages 6 and 
4 respectively, are descendants of 
prominent Giles County farmer John 
Lafayett e Nelson who donated the land 
where the remains of nine of Forrest’s 
fallen soldiers are resting into eternity.

J.L. Nelson is the boys’ great-great 
grandfather in family lineage. Beckett  
and Emerson are sons of Patrick and 
Amanda Amick Nelson, who reside on 
the historic Nelson farm today. Patrick 
and family are former residents of 
Rutherford County.

Notable author/historian Bob Wamble, 
of Pulaski, shared the documentation 
about the small cemetery that is viewable 
from Highway 64 south of present-day 
Pulaski.

“On Oct. 26, 1912, J.L. Nelson, a 
former Confederate soldier, and his wife, 
Mary Mason Nelson, deeded this 20 feet 
by 52 feet plot to the United Daughters 
of the Confederacy,” historian Wamble 
confi rmed.

The fallen soldiers’ remains rest in the 
small cemetery located behind a historic 
highway marker depicting Forrest’s 
“Southern Raid” designed to destroy rail 
lines, trestles and bridges to hinder the 
Union Army’s march through Tennessee 
to Atlanta and the sea.

The late J.L. Nelson’s own words 
convey the former Confederate soldier’s 
sentiment: “The consideration for this 
conveyance and for this deed of Gift is 
set out as follows: (During) September 
1864, General Nathan Bedford Forrest 
in an engagement at and near Tarpley 
with the Federal Forces stationed at 
Pulaski, lost about nine soldiers killed, 
chiefl y of Confederate Colonel V.Y. 
Cook’s command, and they are buried 
by the road side in my fi eld and on the 
lot of land now herein conveyed – and 
it is for the love and respect I have for 
the memory of my dead Comrades, 
and the reverence I bear for the CAUSE 
for which they fell, that I now donate 
this spot of hallowed land, and commit 
it to the loving care and protection of 
the Giles County Chapter #257, United 
Daughters of the Confederacy, as a spot 
sacred to the Memory of the Comrades 
buried here …”

Patrick Nelson acknowledged 
subsequent generations of Nelsons had 
heard rumors that farmer J.L. Nelson 
had donated land for Forrest’s fallen 
soldiers. Patrick’s parents, Dave and 
Sulynn, and brother Nathan and family, 
continue to reside on historic Nelson 
farm acreage in the Tarpley community.

A monument to the fallen soldiers 
was paid for by Confederate Colonel 
V.Y. Cook which is inscribed: “Died in 
the performance of a faithful service, on 
the morning of September 27, 1864, the 
Seventh Kentucky Mounted Infantry, 
Forrest’s Cavalry, Confederate States 
Army, engaged the enemy on this fi eld, 
and the following is a list of its dead 
whose remains repose near this stone: 
Captain Joel T. Cochran, Captain David 

L. Nowlin, 
Sergeant Jack 
Waddell, 
Private 
Thomas 
Handberry, 
Sergeant James Hatchell, Private 
John Hanelin, Private John Oliver, 
Private John Wilson and one unknown 
Mississippian.

“Known today as Forrest’s ‘Southern 
Raid’ on the west side of the Elkton 
Pike is the small cemetery which is the 
fi nal resting place of nine Confederate 
soldiers who gave their lives in batt le as 
General Forrest approached Pulaski,” 
Wamble documents. “The remains of 
these young men were removed from 
their original batt lefi eld graves and 
placed in this plot some years after the 
war.”

Patrick Nelson, who recently 
retired from public school education 
to enter the property development 
business with brother Nathan, said his 
grandfather, John Nelson, was age 10 
in 1912 when his Great Grandfather J.L. 
Nelson deeded the property over for a 
permanent resting place for Forrest’s 
soldiers who died in the now famous 
“Southern Raid” when Forrest and 
troops temporarily recaptured the 
railroad from occupying Union military 
units.

It was wartime control of railroads 
between Memphis, Nashville, 
Chatt anooga and Atlanta that fi rst 
brought Confederate Gen. Nathan 
Bedford Forrest to Pulaski, Tenn.

“To understand why there was so 
much War Between the States’ activity 
in Giles County,” accounts historian 
Wamble, “one must understand the 
importance of the Central Southern 
Railroad Company which crossed Giles 
County, beginning at Columbia and 
ending at the Alabama state line.

“Three separate railroad companies 
linked together to complete a railroad 
from Nashville to the Tennessee River in 
northern Alabama,” Wamble confi rmed. 
“The Tennessee and Alabama Railroad 
Company spanned from Nashville to 
Columbia. The Alabama and Tennessee 
Central Railroad Company completed 
the link from the Alabama/Tennessee 
state line to the Tennessee River.

“Sometime before the War Between 
the States a railroad was built somewhat 
parallel to the Tennessee River in 
northern Alabama, so that goods could 
be transported around the shoals when 
river transportation was not possible,” 
Wamble records. “…the railroad from 
Columbia to Pulaski was completed in 
January 1860. A turntable and switching 
rails were built near Pulaski so that the 
locomotive could be turned around to 
pull the train back to Nashville.”

Wamble records the “momentous 
arrival” of the fi rst train to Pulaski, as 
described by Pulaski citizen (the late) 
G.W. Woodring in 1895: “An immense 
crowd congregated on the spot where 
the depot stands to witness the arrival 
of the fi rst train to Pulaski … I went to 
Nashville in the fi rst coach that ever left 
Pulaski. It took fi ve hours to make the 
trip.”

Words of Wisdom
Dan Whittle

Patrick Nelson and sons Emerson and Beckett  reside on historic farm land in 
Giles County, where their ancestor John Lafayett e Nelson, donated acreage for the 
permanent graves of nine of Confederate General Nathan Bedford Forrests’ fallen 
soldiers in his “Southern Raid” at Pulaski.
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2016 
SEC 

Primary 
Ballot 
Now 
Set

   Today marks an 
important milestone on the 
road to the White House, 
which will cross Tennessee 
during the 2016 election 
cycle. Secretary of State Tre 
Hargett  has now certifi ed 
the names of presidential 
candidates for the March 
1 presidential preference 
primary, or “SEC Primary,” 
when Tennessee will join 
six other southern states to 
help decide who will be the 
next president of the United 
States.
    It is likely one of these 
men or women will hold 
our country’s highest 
elected offi  ce. Hopefully 
Tennesseans understand 
how much of an impact 
their votes will make,” 
Secretary Hargett  said.
It’s important to note that 
once a candidate is certifi ed 
for a party primary they 
are unable to appear on the 
November 8 general election 
ballot as the nominee of 
a diff erent political party. 

Hargett  presented the list 
of 14 Republicans and 
three Democrats to the 
State Election Commission 
December 1.
      The following candidates 
will be placed on the March 
1 ballot:
   
Republican Primary Ballot

Jeb Bush
Ben Carson

Chris Christie
 Ted Cruz

Carly Fiorina
Jim Gilmore

Lindsey O. Graham
Mike Huckabee
John R. Kasich
George Pataki

 Rand Paul
Marco Rubio

Rick Santorum
Donald J. Trump

   Democratic Primary 
Ballot

Hillary Clinton
Martin J. O’Malley

Bernie Sanders

    Noon CST was also the 
withdrawal deadline for 
2016 presidential delegate 
candidates. Delegate 
candidates cannot be 
considered qualifi ed unless 
the Division of Elections 
received a lett er from a 
presidential campaign 
identifying them. The 
fi nalized list is posted 
at: sos.tn.gov/elections.
   Both the Tennessee 
Republican Party and the 
Tennessee Democratic 
Party have their own 
rules about how someone 
becomes a presidential 
delegate. The Republican 
presidential delegates are 
decided by election, which 
is coordinated through the 
division. The Democratic 
presidential delegates 
are decided by party 
rules. More information 
can be found here: sos.
tn.gov/products/elections/
qualifying-procedures-
2016-presidential-delegates

Tenn. consumers holding steady on 
economic outlook: MTSU survey

 While Tennessee 
consumers are slightly 
more optimistic about their 
economic futures, that 
upbeat view is countered 
by concerns about present 
fi nances that could 
impact holiday shopping, 
according to the statewide 
consumer survey results 
released Wednesday (Dec. 
16) by Middle Tennessee 
State University.
    The Tennessee Consumer 
Outlook Index came in at 
18, up slightly from a score 
of 15 from the inaugural 
statewide survey released 
in October. The Offi  ce of 
Consumer Research in 
the MTSU Jones College 
of Business conducts the 
survey, which measures 
areas such as how 
consumers feel about the 
local, state and national 
economies as well as 
their personal fi nancial 
situations and the job 
market.

    Dr. Tim Graeff , director 
of the Offi  ce of Consumer 
Research, (pictured above) 
said consumers continue 
to be anxious about the 
current economy, the job 
market and the ease with 
which jobs can be found 
(especially consumers in 
West Tennessee), and their 
level of fi nancial security 
if they lost their job or 
primary source of income.

    “Given that consumers 
still have a number 
of concerns about the 
economy, it is unlikely 
that we will see signifi cant 
improvements in consumer 
spending in Tennessee 
heading into the ever 
important Christmas and 
holiday shopping season,” 
Graeff  said.
     The index was measured 
from online surveys of 626 
randomly selected adult 
Tennesseans Dec. 1-11 and 
has a margin of error of 
4 percent. A pdf copy of 
the full report is available 
at htt p://bit.ly/1O6W7yT.
 
Regional summary
 
  According to the latest 
survey results:
 West Tennessee  
consumers have become 
more upbeat, showing the 
largest improvement for a 
region in the index. But it 
still lags behind the other 
two regions when it comes 
to consumers’ outlook, 
especially their views of the 
current economy.  Middle 
Tennessee consumers have 
grown increasingly anxious 
about the current economy.   
East Tennessee consumers 
showed mixed results, 
leading to no signifi cant 
change in overall 
perceptions of the 
economy. 
 
Holiday spending to drop?

 The percentage of 
consumers expecting 
to increase spending 
from last year dipped 
to 32 percent from 36 in 
September. Conversely, 
the percentage expecting to 
spend less rose to 31 from 
27.
   “This is not the cheerful 
news that many retailers 
were hoping to hear given 
that the Christmas and 

holiday shopping season 
can account for a signifi cant 
portion of annual sales for 
many retailers,” Graeff  
said.
     When asked if they did 
any shopping over the 
Thanksgiving weekend 
(including Cyber Monday), 
most consumers either did 
not do any shopping (31 
percent), shopped online 
(30 percent), or shopped 
at a big box retailer (17 
percent). This mirrors the 
year-to-year drop in Black 
Friday sales for retailers 
nationwide as consumers 
shift to online shopping.
     As far as spending on 
Christmas and holiday 
gifts, 22 percent of 
consumers statewide 
expect to spend “more than 
they spent last year,” 39 
percent expect to spend less 
and 37 percent expect to 
spend about the same. This 
patt ern is consistent across 
the three regions of the 
state, Graeff  said.
   About the Consumer 
Outlook Index
       The Tennessee Consumer 
Outlook Index, which will 
be measured four times 
a year, expands upon 
MTSU’s previous consumer 
survey that captured a 
snapshot in three Middle 
Tennessee counties. The 
expanded index is based on 
responses to a set of 11 core 
questions, with the overall 
index score computed by 
adding the percentage of 
favorable responses to each 
question and subtracting 
the percentage of negative 
responses.
   For more information, 
contact Tim Graeff , 
professor of marketing and 
director of the Offi  ce of 
Consumer Research, at 615-
898-5124 or Tim.Graeff @
mtsu.edu. Or visitwww.
mtsu.edu/consumer.
 

Tennessee Poison 
Center Names its 

“Top Five” Poisons 
of the Year and 

Off ers Safety Tips

  The leading cause of 
injury death in Tennessee is 
not motor vehicle crashes, 
gunshot wounds or 
drowning—it is poisoning.
   And the main source of 
that poisoning is not the 
furniture polish or drain 
cleaner stored under the 
kitchen sink (dangerous 
as those are)—the main 
source of poisoning is 
analgesic drugs, according 
to Donna Seger, M.D., 
Tennessee Poison Center 
Medical Director.
   “In the past year, 
more than 33,000 poison 
cases reported to the 
Tennessee Poison Center 
were for pharmaceutical 
substances—59 percent of 
our total cases,” she said. 
“Opioid analgesic pain 
relievers are involved in a 
substantial proportion of 
drug poisoning deaths,” 
Seger said.
       Opioid analgesics include 
natural and semisynthetic 
opioid analgesics such as 
hydrocodone, morphine 
and oxycodone, as well 
as other opioid analgesics 
such as fentanyl and 
methadone.
    In order, the top fi ve 
substances for poison 
exposure in Tennessee are:
1.    Analgesics
2.    Cosmetic/Personal Care 
Products

3. Household cleaning 
products
4.  Sedative / hypnotics/
antipsychotics
5.     Antihistamines
     Using information from 
the National Vital Statistics 
System, which compiles 
deaths due to drug 
poisoning nationwide, 
Seger notes that in the past 
15 years, the age-adjusted 
drug poisoning death rate 
has more than doubled, 
and that 81 percent of those 
deaths from drug poisoning 
were unintentional.
   The Tennessee Poison 
Center off ers these 
guidelines for avoiding 
poisoning by storing and 
using poisons safely:
 

Store Poisons Safely
Store all medicines away 
from household products 
and food.

Never put any medicine or 
chemical in a cup or soft 
drink bott le.

Keep medicine and 
household products in their 
original containers.

Use child-resistant 
packaging. But remember 
– nothing is childproof.

If you have a young child 
who is able to walk or 

crawl, keep household 
plants and products stored 
above fl oor level, not 
beneath the sink.
 

Use Poisons Safely
Read the label on all 
medicines and household 
products and heed 
warnings and cautions.

Are children in the home? 
Take the product or 
medicine with you to 
answer the door or the 
phone.

Lock up products and 
medicines after using them.
If it’s medicine, call it 
medicine, not candy.

Children learn by imitation. 
Take your medicines where 
children can’t watch.

Always turn on the light 
when giving medicines. 
Never take medicines in the 
dark.

****
      If you suspect a 
poisoning, call Tennessee 
Poison Center for treatment 
advice about any kind of 
poison. The Poison Help 
toll-free number is 1-800-
222-1222. (Save this number 
in your cell phone so you 
will be sure and have it if 
there is an emergency.)
 

 T e n n e s s e e 
producers are urged to 
apply for ACEP program 
by January 15, 2016. Funds 
are available to help 
landowners protect and 
restore key farmlands, 
grasslands and wetlands 
across the nation. The 
funding is provided 
through the Agricultural 
Conservation Easement 
Program (ACEP), created 
by the 2014 Farm Bill 
to protect critical water 
resources and wildlife 
habitat, and encourage 
private owners to maintain 
land for farming and 
ranching. Through the 
voluntary sale of an 
easement, landowners 
limit future development 
of farms, wetlands and 
grasslands.
      ACEP's agricultural land 
easements not only protect 
the long-term viability of 
the nation's food supply 
by preventing conversion 
of productive working 
lands to non-agricultural 
uses, they also support 
environmental quality, 
wildlife habitat, historic 
preservation and protection 
of open spaces.  Native 
American Tribes, state 
and local governments 
and non-governmental 
organizations that have 
farmland or grassland 
protection programs 
are eligible to partner 
with NRCS to purchase 
conservation easements. 
    “NRCS helps farmers, 
ranchers, private forest 
landowners and partners to 
achieve their conservation 
goals using our technical 
expertise, Farm Bill 
funding and sound 
conservation planning,” 
Kevin Brown, Tennessee 
State Conservationist, said. 
“Conservation easements 
are an important tool to 
help these landowners 
and partners voluntarily 
provide long-term 
protection of our nation’s 
farmland, ranchland, 
wetlands and grasslands 
for future generations.”
     ACEP-ALE (Agricultural 
Land Easement), Tennessee 
has over $300,000 available 
in matching funds.
     NRCS provides fi nancial 
assistance to eligible 
partners for purchasing 
Agricultural Land 
Easements that protect 
the agricultural use and 
conservation values of 
eligible land. In the case 
of working farms, the 
program helps farmers and 
ranchers keep their land in 
agriculture. The program 
also protects grazing uses 
and related conservation 

values by conserving 
grassland, including 
rangeland, pastureland and 
shrubland. Eligible partners 
include Indian tribes, state 
and local governments 
and non-governmental 
organizations that have 
farmland or grassland 
protection programs.
    Under the Agricultural 
Land component, NRCS 
may contribute up to 50 
percent of the fair market 
value of the agricultural 
land easement. Where 
NRCS determines that 
grasslands of special 
environmental signifi cance 
will be protected, NRCS 
may contribute up to 75 
percent of the fair market 
value of the agricultural 
land easement. 
   ACEP-WRE (Wetland 
Reserve Easement), funds 
are available in Tennessee 
under the Mississippi 
River Basin Initiative 
(MRBI). $6 million in 
funding is available for the 
unprotected lands along the 
Mississippi River. Almost 
$2 million is available for 
the general signup. 
    NRCS has purchased 
295 wetland easements 
in Tennessee covering 
43,524 acres in 38 counties. 
Tennessee has over 6,800 
acres of fl ood damaged 
property along the 
Mississippi River which 
has been placed under 
Wetland Easements 
creating valuable habitat 
to migratory species and 
reducing the risk of crop 
losses due to fl ooding, 
among a host of other 
benefi ts.
           In FY 2014 and FY 
2015, NRCS invested more 
than $600 million in ACEP 
funding to help landowners 
engage in voluntary 
conservation to provide 
long-term protection of an 
estimated 250,000 acres of 
farmland, grassland, and 
wetlands through more 
than 750 new easements.
   To learn about ACEP 
and other technical 
and fi nancial assistance 
available through NRCS 
conservation programs, 
visit www.nrcs.usda.gov/
GetStarted or your local 
USDA Service Center.   
You may also contact 
Laura Persinger, Realty 
Specialist, at (615) 277-2597. 
USDA’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 
(NRCS) helps America’s 
farmers and ranchers 
conserve the Nation’s soil, 
water, air and other natural 
resources. All programs are 
voluntary and off er science-
based solutions that benefi t 
both the landowner and the 

environment.
     In accordance with 
Federal civil rights law 
and U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) 
civil rights regulations 
and policies, the USDA, 
its Agencies, offi  ces, 
and employees, and 
institutions participating 
in or administering USDA 
programs are prohibited 
from discriminating based 
on race, color, national 
origin, religion, sex, 
gender identity (including 
gender expression), sexual 
orientation, disability, 
age, marital status, family/
parental status, income 
derived from a public 
assistance program, 
political beliefs, or reprisal 
or retaliation for prior 
civil rights activity, in 
any program or activity 
conducted or funded by 
USDA (not all bases apply 
to all programs).  Remedies 
and complaint fi ling 
deadlines vary by program 
or incident.   
   Persons with disabilities 
who require alternative 
means of communication 
for program information 
(e.g., Braille, large print, 
audiotape, American Sign 
Language, etc.) should 
contact the responsible 
Agency or USDA’s 
TARGET Center at (202) 
720-2600 (voice and 
TTY) or contact USDA 
through the Federal Relay 
Service at (800) 877-8339.  
Additionally, program 
information may be made 
available in languages 
other than English. 
To fi le a program 
discrimination complaint, 
complete the USDA 
Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form, AD-
3027, found online at 
htt p://www.ascr.usda.gov/
complaint_fi ling_cust.html 
and at any USDA offi  ce or 
write a lett er addressed to 
USDA and provide in the 
lett er all of the information  
requested in the form.  
To request a copy of the 
complaint form, call  (866) 
632-9992.  Submit your 
completed form or lett er to 
USDA by: 
  
(1) mail: U.S. Department 
of Agriculture 
Offi  ce of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW
W a s h i n g t o n , 
D.C. 20250-9410;  
(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or  
(3) email: program.intake@
usda.gov.    
USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider, 
employer, and lender.

Tennessee Agricultural Producers Urged to 
Apply for ACEP Program by January 15, 2016

Other funds available for Wetland Protection
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Preplanning a
funeral doesn’t

have to be
stressful. 

Let us guide you. 
Call for our free

planning

www.smithfuneralhomewoodbury.net

MIKE WEST
Courier Editor

It was a bitt erly cold New Year’s Eve and 
the wounded from the Batt le of Stones River 
were freezing to death.

Union Maj. Gen. William S. Rosecrans 
ordered that no fi res were to be built. Many 
of the wounded were to die of exposure that 
frigid night.

Confederate Brig. Gen. William Preston 
had lost a third of his men att acking the 
Round Forest.

“The frost, the dead and dying and the 
dark cedars among which we bivouacked 
were wild enough for a banquet of ghouls,” 
Preston wrote.

Harrowing stories followed the batt le with 
Union and Confederate soldiers tending to 
their opponents’ and own wounded whose moans and cries made the long 
night even more miserable.

Exhausted Federal and Rebel troops searched for the wounded and 
conducted burial parties. Col. William B. Hazen, risking sniper fi re, looked 
for the body of his friend Col. Julius Garesché, who had been beheaded by a 
cannon ball near the Round Forest.

Not too far away, Confederate soldiers conducted a burial ceremony for a 
Union offi  cer, Col. George W. Roberts, who had been killed leading Sheridan’s 
3rd brigade.

The Confederates from the 4th Tennessee scratched out a grave in the cedars 
and limestone outcroppings for Roberts, who had been the hero of the Union 
victory at Island No. 10. Maj. Luke W. Finlay, a Memphis lawyer, covered 
Roberts’ body with his own cloak and conducted a brief service.  A large, 
smooth stone with Robert’s name chipped on it was placed over the grave.

Union soldiers, used to regular meals, had lost most of their supplies during 
Confederate cavalryman Joe Wheeler’s raid on their supply lines and were 
making do with scant rations including horse meat.

While they suff ered, Rosecrans and his generals met to determine their next 
course of action.

Confederate commander Maj. Gen. Braxton Bragg was confi dent the Union 
army would retreat. In Murfreesboro, he ordered all churches and public 
buildings converted into hospitals.

“God has granted us a Happy New Year,” Bragg telegraphed Richmond.
In his mood of triumph, Bragg threw victory away.
After some discussion of retreat, the Union Army of the Cumberland 

was ready to fi ght.  There was some indication Rosecrans felt his army was 
surrounded and he had no choice.

On New Year’s Day, the Army of Tennessee rested.  The only action was to 
move Col. Joseph B. Palmer’s Murfreesboro troops back across Stones River.

But Rosecrans acted decisively, ordering Gen. T.L. Critt enden to take the 
high ground overlooking McFadden’s Ford on Stones River.  That move made 
the diff erence on the second day of Stones River.

Supplies began to trickle in, and the Army of Cumberland began to 
strengthen its lines.

As the morning of Jan. 2, 1863 
dawned cold and gray, Bragg saw 
Rosecrans wasn’t going to fade away 
and that a sharp, decisive movement 
would be necessary to force the 
Union troops back to Nashville.

The delay had made Union lines 
along the railroad and in the Round 
Forest virtually impenetrable. The 
soldiers were well dug-in, and 
artillery was placed to rake the open 
fi elds with cannon fi re.

Bragg knew that the only untested 
part of the Union line was its left 
fl ank on the east bank of Stones 
River and said his army needed to 
push them back and gain control of 
the high ground taken by Critt enden.  

From that position, Confederate artillery could easily bombard Union 
positions.

Bragg ordered Maj. Gen. John C. Breckinridge to att ack and told the 
former vice president of the United States he could pick the time. By this 
time, the two generals had a history of quarreling. On the fi rst day of Stones 
River, Breckinridge failed to respond to orders and had delayed sending 
reinforcements until late in the afternoon.

After hearing Bragg’s plan, Breckinridge conducted his own surveillance of 
the Federal position and came to the conclusion that the terrain across the river 
was masking a strong force. And the delay he was creating was allowing that 
position to be reinforced.

Bragg called Breckinridge to his headquarters at noon on Jan. 2.  Under 
a huge sycamore at the river’s edge (near the current Bragg Trailhead on 
Murfreesboro’s Greenway), Bragg explained his plan.

Growing angry, Breckinridge drew a map in the dirt showing how 
dislodging the Federal troops would push them into an even stronger position.

Bragg was not swayed by Breckinridge and ordered him to att ack at 4 p.m., 
just an hour before dark.

Returning to his corps, Breckinridge stirred them into action, which didn’t 
escape already suspicious Union eyes. Col. Samuel Beatt y had been keeping 
Critt enden and other superiors informed. And it appeared for a period that the 
Confederates were preparing to att ack the Round Forest once again.

Gen. Leonidas Polk had moved fi ve Confederate batt eries below the 
Round Forest shortly after daybreak on Jan. 2 and opened fi re at 8 a.m. The 
Union Chicago Board of Trade batt ery was repositioned in what is now the 
southeast corner of the National Cemetery and ordered to return fi re. They 
mistakenly fi red on an Ohio batt ery in the confusion. For whatever reason, the 
Confederate salvo just lasted 30 minutes.

Meanwhile Beatt y’s lines on the left side of the river are being reinforced 
with infantry and artillery.

Miller’s, Stanley’s, Cruft’s and the powerful Pioneer Brigade were moved 
up along with the 7th Indiana, Batt ery F of the 1st Ohio, and Capt. Charles 
Parson’s U.S. Regular Army Batt ery were lined up on the west bank of the 
river.

At 3 p.m., Breckinridge was pulling his troops together. A cold rain turned 
into sleet. First in line was Breckinridge’s 1st Kentucky, the Orphan Brigade, 
led by Brig. Gen. Roger Hanson and Benjamin Hardin Helm. President 
Abraham Lincoln was Helm’s brother in law.

Hanson, called ‘Old Flintlock’ by his men, limped from a wound from a 
duel that had happened years before. He had just been promoted to brigadier 
general two weeks before.

Brig. Gen. Daniel Adams’ Brigade of Louisiana and Alabama group was 
placed behind the Kentuckians.

Col. Randall Gibson was leading them because Adams was wounded during 
the fi rst day’s fi ghting.

Then there was Gen. Gideon Pillow. The opportunistic, incompetent and 
generally hated Pillow had shown up on the batt lefi eld only an hour earlier. 
Bragg immediately gave him a brigade command in Breckinridge’s division…. 
Col. J.B. Palmer’s brigade.

Palmer, Murfreesboro’s former mayor, was given the option of withdrawing 
from the fi eld. He instead resumed command of his original regiment, the 18th 
Tennessee.

The Tennesseans were to be on the Confederate right on the front line of 
the assault, a serious mistake with Pillow in command. Brig. Gen. William 
Preston’s four regiments were to follow Pillow but had to return from their 
position near the Round Forest.

Hanson was enraged when he fi rst heard Bragg’s orders: load, fi x bayonets 
and advance within 100 yards of the Union position before opening fi re and 
charging them with bayonets. The Rebels had to move through 700 to 900 
yards of open territory.

Hanson said Bragg’s order was nothing but murder. He had to be physically 
restrained from killing Bragg himself.

At 4 p.m. a single cannon shot announced the att ack.
The Confederates were immediately under att ack from Union artillery. 

Aerial bursts mowed down large clusters of troops, but the Kentuckians 
continued to advance on the silent Union infantry, which rose to fi re volleys at 
90 and 60 yards. With Hanson leading the way, the Confederates took the hill 
at the cost of their commander’s life. Hanson was hit by a shell fragment in his 
leg and quickly bled to death.

Breckinridge himself tried to stop the bleeding while still under fi re.
Meanwhile, Pillow was hiding behind a tree. Breckinridge ordered him 

forward with a blast of obscenities. Pillow’s brigade, with Palmer at the head 
of his regiment, was heavily involved with two Indiana brigades. In the 
confusion and heavy fi re, the Confederate advance slowed, but some of the 
Union troops continued to fall back.

Rosecrans, once again directly involved in the action, scouted for units to 
bolster the Federal line. He discovered Brig. Gen. William Carlin’s brigade and 
sent them to the river.

“I beg you for the sake of the country and my own sake to go at them with 
all your right,” Rosecrans told Carlin.

But Capt. John Mendenhall, acting upon Critt enden’s orders, was to be the 
hero of the day. He quickly gathered artillery to join the 7th Indiana artillery, 
which was already fi ring from the hill overlooking McFadden’s Ford on Stones 
River. Soon the Chicago Board of Trade and other units gathered on the hill.

By 4:45 p.m., Mendenhall had grouped 40 (for a total of 58) more cannons on 
the hill that overlooked all of the surrounding territory and arranged them in a 
way they all had an unimpeded fi eld of fi re.

They were ready to fi re en mass when the Confederates crested the hill 
overlooking the ford in pursuit of retreating Union troops.

“In a moment’s time it was as if the Rebs had opened the door of hell to be 
greeted by the devil himself,” wrote Dr. Bob Womack in his “Call Forth the 
Mighty Men.”

“If a soldier ever saw the lightning and heard the thunder bolts of a tornado, 
at the same time the heavens opened and the stars of destruction were 
sweeping everything from the face of the earth, if he was in this batt le he saw 
it,” wrote W.J. McMurray of the 20th Tennessee.

More than 1,800 Confederates were mowed down in less than an hour. 
Stones River, at McFadden’s Ford, ran red from their blood.

The Batt le of Stones River was over. All was left was the Confederate retreat 
and the fi nger pointing of blame.

Stones River: A bitt er night ends 
walk to gates of hell
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***

Country Music Jam Session
Pocahontas Community Center

1st and 3rd Fridays
A country music jam sessions is set for the fi rst and third Fridays of each month  at 

the Pocahontas Community Center, 1441 Pocahontas Road, Morrison. Musicians sign 
up at 5:30 and the music starts at 6 p.m. Open to the public, spectators and dancers 
are welcome. Admission is free. For more info call Ray at 615-765-7835 or John  931-

588-1229. 

 ***

Celebrate Recovery 
For hurts, habits and hang-ups. Every Tuesday night at 6:30 p.m. First Baptist Church.

Contact: Hunter Hay 615-542-2132
musclers66@yahoo.com

 ***
Community Dinner

Sycamore Baptist Church
Sycamore Baptist, 7165 Sycamore Creek Road,  will hold a community dinner the fi rst 
Wednesday of every month from 5 to 7 p.m. Donations accepted with the funds going 

for a new church building.

***

Arts Center of Cannon County
Will Be Closed

December 24 through January 4
Happy Holidays!

****

Alcoholics Anonymous
If you drink alot that’s your business. If you want to stop that’s ours.

 Call 615-653-7914.

***
 

Let WIC Help You and Your Family this Holiday Season
The holiday season can be a time for increased stress and worries about money. If 

your family is struggling, support for your health and your child’s health is especially 
important. Tennessee WIC can help provide resources to ensure a healthy diet for 
pregnant, breastfeeding and postpartum women, infants and children up to age 5.  
If you make less than $3,739 each month for a family of 4, please call the _Cannon 

County Health Department at (615)563-4243 to see if you qualify for this program and 
schedule an appointment today!

***

Coat Donations Sought
St. Thomas Hospital

St. Thomas Stones River Hospital will be accepting donations of coats, hats & gloves 
to be given out to people in need as well as The Trading Post on

Short Mountain Hwy.

***

Art Center Season Tickets
The Arts Center of Cannon County has set its 2016 season with tickets going on sale 

Nov. 2. Season Tickets are just $60 for six shows.  The  2016 Season features:
Memphis, The Musical- The Tony Award Winning Musical about the birth of rock ‘n’ 

roll in the turbulent 1950s.(Rated PG)
Always...Patsy Cline- The musical based on Patsy Cline’s true story with 27 classic 

songs. (Rated PG)
Disney’s The Litt le Mermaid- The all-new full length version based on the animated 

1989 Disney fi lm of the same name. (Rated G)
Rock of Ages- Take a trip back to the 1980s in this rock musical  featuring the music of 

Journey, Whitesnake, Styx, Bon Jovi, and many more. (Rated PG13)
The Odd Couple- Neil Simon’s classic buddy comedy. (Rated PG)

Chitt y Chitt y Bang Bang- The new stage musical based on the 1968 fi lm. (Rated G)

***
Volunteer Mentors Needed

 for Local TN Promise Students
Cannon County’s partnering organization for TN Promise needs 20 local volunteer 

mentors to work with high school seniors from the Class of 2016. 
The time commitment is small, about one hour per month, but the impact is 

signifi cant as volunteers assist students navigating the college-going process and 
encourage them to reach their full potential. 

For more information about becoming a mentor, visit www.tnachieves.org or contact 
Graham Thomas at (615) 604-1306 or graham@tnachieves.org. The deadline to apply 

is Nov. 20, 2015.

***

Donate Furniture for Starving Artists
The Short Mountain Trading Post is now accepting donations of used furniture and 

household items that folks no longer need. Our Starving
Artists appreciate these donations very much and are creating wonderful pieces from 

these throw away items.  Call: Savannah at 615-464-7824.
Thanks so much !!

***

“Wedding Dresses Through the Decades”
January 10-March 6
Oaklands Mansion

 Step back to yesterday and see the common threads that weave together the lives 
of women through the decades in middle Tennessee and across the country.   Enjoy 
traveling through time as you walk among over fi fty gowns that are being placed 
on loan and exhibited, most for the fi rst time. The “Wedding Dresses Through the 

Decades” exhibit at Oaklands Mansion in Murfreesboro is presented in partnership 
with the Human Sciences Department of Middle Tennessee State University and 

sponsored in part by Encore Bridal & Formal Wear. 
This includes wedding dresses from every decade: 1847 through today. Also on 
display is the 2008 handmade gown of Demetria Kalodimos which is an original 

design by Rosie Woodruff  of Textile Fabrics in Nashville. Wedding gowns will be on 
display in Maney Hall and open to the public at Oaklands Mansion from January 10 
through March 6, 2016.  During this exhibit, guests will have the rare opportunity to 
view items from, not only the museum’s collection, but also elegant and fashionable 

wedding dresses worn by ladies from Murfreesboro and around the country. Many of 
which have been stored for decades under beds and in the back of closets. The exhibit 
will be open during regular hours, Monday-Saturday 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. and Sundays 1 
p.m. – 4 p.m. Groups of 20 or more may also schedule private after hour’s viewings of 
the gowns by appointment, by calling Mary Beth Nevills at 615-893-0022. Admission 

to the exhibit is $8 per person and is open to the public. Group tour rates are available 
upon request. Special evening openings of the elegant and fashionable wedding 

dresses will take place on the following Friday evenings: January 22, February 5 & 19, 
and again March 4th from 4 p.m. until 8 p.m.

***

Cannon County Senior Center
Music Night

Friday, January 8
The Road West Band will appear at 7 p.m. at the Senior Center. A soup supper is 

planned at 6 p.m. with soup, cornbread and desert. Admission is $5.

****
AMERICAN LEGION POST 279

Thursday, January 21
        American Legion Post 279 will meet on Thursday, January 21, 2016,

at 6:30PM, at the Senior Citizens Center. (No meal will be served
prior to the meeting)

        National Headquarters and State Headquarters has increased their
annual dues for 2017 to a combined total of $31, this is $1 more

that we are currently paying. For 2016 we pay $30 and get back $6.50
for each paid member. For 2017 with their increase, the minimum dues for

the Post would be $31 with nothing coming back to the Post, all going
to National and State. The Executive Board voted to recommend that Post 279

raise our dues to $40, for 2017, which means that $9 will be
returned to the Post for each paid member. Post 279 has 110 members, if
they all pay their dues for 2017, that would equate to $990 coming back

to the Post, which would be used to fund our scholarship program which
provides a $1,000 scholarship annually to a Veteran’s dependent for

college, a community college, a technical school, truck driving school, an
EMT course, medical course or any special training course.

    The increase is only .83 cents a month, and every legionnaire can be
proud that he or she is providing support to Post 279 and providing a

Veteran’s kid with the much needed funds for a bett er education.
       We will present our 2016 Budget, as well as, Projects approved for

2016 and beyond, discuss plans for our meals, and vote on the 2017 dues
increase. A GREAT TEAM DOING GOOD THINGS FOR OUR

                    VETERANS,OUR YOUTH AND OUR COMMUNITY.

****
Cannon County Senior Center

Music Night
Friday, January 15

The Gilley Brothers  will appear at 7 p.m. at the Senior Center. Doors open at 6 p.m. 
Admission is $5.

***

Cannon County Senior Center
Music Night

Friday, February 5
Lonnie Jones and Tennessee Shine  will appear at 7 p.m. at the Senior Center. Doors 

open at 6 p.m. Admission is $5.

***

UCHRA Announces Commodities Recertifi cation

The Upper Cumberland Human Resource Agency would like to remind those who 
receive assistance through the Temporary Emergency Food Assistance Program, 

known as Commodities; it is time for recertifi cation of their commodities card.  With 
2016 deliveries right around the corner, it is very important for recipients to recertify 

their commodity card with their local county offi  ces prior to the fi rst pick-up date.
Recertifi cation date starts January 4th. First Distribution is February 11th.  

If you think you or someone you know qualifi es for this program, please contact the 
UCHRA offi  ce in your county for more information.

The UCHRA County telephone:  Cannon County 615-563-2916
The Upper Cumberland Human Resource Agency does not discriminate on the basis 

of age, race, sex, color, national origin, religion, or disability in admission to, access to, 
or operations of its programs, services or activities. 

To see more photos from these holiday events, join their facebook pages: Saint 
Thomas DeKalb Hospital / Saint Thomas Stones River Hospital

***
Cannon County Senior Center

Music Night
Friday, February 19

Slick Nickel  will appear at 7 p.m. at the Senior Center. Doors open at 6 p.m. 
Admission is $5.
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What’s Happening in Cannon County Schools

 January 6th & January 7th - Woodbury Grammar—8th grade 
registration for high school—Contact your school for times.

 January 8th & January 11th- Woodland—8th grade registration 
for high school—Contact your school for times.

 January 12th Westside & Auburn—8th grade registration for 
high school—Contact your school for times.

 January 13th- Eastside—8th grade registration for high 
school—Contact your school for times.

 January 14th -Short Mtn.—8th grade registration for high 
school—Contact your school for times.

Adams Memorial Library 
Announces Trivia Week (Jan 4–9)

January 4 is National Trivia Day and the Cannon County Library System is celebrating 
by hosting a trivia competition! From January 4 – 9, patrons can pick up the trivia sheets 
of fi fty questions to test their knowledge. The questions include the topics of pop culture, 

presidents, Cannon County history, and questions about the library. If you answer at 
least ten questions correctly, your name will be placed in a drawing for the grand prize. 

If you answer all fi fty questions correctly, you automatically receive a prize! It’s a fun 
way to earn a prize and you might learn something new! 

The King’s Birthday is Jan 8—Pin the Hair at Adams Memorial Library
Of course we mean the King of Rock and Roll, Elvis. Adams Memorial Library will 
celebrate this auspicious day by having a Pin the Hair on Elvis Game. Come to the 

library and try your hand at gett ing some hair back on the King. Anyone can play. If 
you get the King back together you get a prize. Let’s not leave the King of Rock and Roll 
without any hair. Come on down and help him out. “Thank you, thank you very much.” 

– Elvis Presley

Internet and Wi-Fi Basics I and II (Jan 19 & 21 at 9:30 am)
Internet and Wi-Fi Basics I and II for beginners will cover internet service for Woodbury 

including speed, costs, and data limits; Wi-Fi Basics; Privacy; internet browsers; and 
more. Classes are Tues and Thurs at 9:30 am, Jan 19 & 21. Please call Adams Memorial 

Library 615-563-5861 to sign up or for more information. 

Winter Reading Program Is Back! (Jan 19–Feb 12)
Adams Memorial Library is bringing back the Winter Reading Program for teens and 

adults. Beginning Jan 19 continuing through Feb 12, you can read and enter to win 
exciting prizes. This year the program is being conducted according to how many 

PAGES you read rather than how many books. Track the pages you read, mark your 
reading slip, and after reading 1000 pages, turn in your slip to be entered into the Friday 
prize drawings. You don’t have to fi nish a book to enter. If you’re into reading thousand 

page tomes or two hundred page romances, you can enter as soon as you’ve read 
enough pages. What could be easier? Come in to either Adams Memorial or Auburntown 

Library. Sign up. Start reading. Every reading slip will be entered for the Grand Prize 
which will be drawn at the end of the program on February 12. Reading slips will be 

available Jan 19.



A  NEW  YEAR’S  
RESOLUTION IS 
SOMETHING THAT GOES 
IN ONE YEAR AND OUT 
THE OTHER....

Many people look 
forward to the New Year for 
a new start on old habits. So 
many of us start out strong 
on all our hopes to change 
things around and get our 
life and health in gear...
but as time goes on...we do 
revert back to our old ways. 
Ya’ gott a be strong and Get 
Er Done, Folks. It’s all up to 
you. The intention is good...
but the stick-to-it deal just 
doesn’t always work out....
(no pun intended).

 Let’s take a look at some 
of my relative’s resolutions 
for the year.   Well, let’s start 
with Aunt Martha: Number 
1: I will try to drive past a 
gym at least once a week.  
Number 2: I will fi nd out 
why my clothes keep 
shrinking.  Number 3: I will 
lose enough weight that 
when I brush my teeth, my 
gut won’t jiggle.  She did 
try jogging on New Year’s 
eve but the ice kept falling 
out of her glass.

Cousin Clarence vows 
to:  Number 1:  Get dressed 
before noon.  Number 2: 
I will establish a National 

Hangover Day. Number 3:  
I will operate a bar called 
Resolutions and have 
exercise equipment the 
fi rst month and then turn it 
into a bar for the remaining 
months. 

Aunt Patsy vows to:  
Number 1:  Wear all the 
shoes I have bought.  
Number 2: I will have a fat 
bank account and a thin 
body and let’s hope I don’t 
mix it up.  

Uncle Pete vows to: That 
when every telemarketer 
calls me, I hand the 
phone to my four-year-
old and tell him it’s Santa.  
Number 2: Agree to have a 
Colonoscopy.

The Dog (Max) vows:  
Number 1: Bite the freak 
that gives me shots every 
year.  Number 2:  I will 
not chase the stick until 
I actually see it leave his 
hand. 

The Cats (multiple) vows 
to: Grow an extra thumb, so 
I can break into the pantry 
and decide for myself just 
how much food is enough!

Dear Uncle Festus vows 
to:  Number 1:  I will save on my water bill by doing 

less laundry and wear more 
deodorant. Number 2:  I 
will promise to not tell the 
same story at every family 
get together from now on.  
Number 3: I will not come 
home drunk and think 

my car alarm will open 
my front door.  Number 
4:  I promise to not shoot 
anymore green men on the 
mountain this year. 

JD vows to:  I will fi nd a 
way to slow down my busy 

wife.  

Savannah vows to: Avoid 
JD’s eff orts to slow me 
down.

Well, seriously, everyone 
obviously has stated their 
resolutions...whether or 
not these relatives of mine 
uphold their vows is one 
thing.  How about you 
folks?  Truly, I hope your 
resolutions are a litt le bit 
more constructive than 
what you just read...so 
stick to them...you are only 
trying to improve your 
lifestyle and save your life.

Just be aware of what is 
best for you regarding your 
health, fi nances and family 
safety. OK? 

Well, there has been a dip 
in the temps and weather 
is defi nitely going into the 
winter status. That means... 
.take care that your litt le 
furry friends stay warm 
and have plenty on food 
and water. Pay the electric 
bill. Have enough food in 
the pantry and fridge for 
emergencies...your family 
will thank you. Watch 
out for those neighbors, 
especially those who are 
alone and keep a stiff  upper 
lip ALL year long. 

Life is a challenge...but it 
doesn’t have to be a chore...
just a precaution.

I meant to thank my 
friends from Nashville for 
the fantastic rooster they 
gave me for Christmas. It 
was totally constructed of 

wood and metal and I love 
it.  I added it to my huge 
collection on the above 
shelving in my kitchen. 
Between the cats and the 
roosters...I am an avid 
collector!

As far as the Trading 
Post...we are currently 
closed until mid-March. 
Now, if you have a group 
of folks who want to visit 
the Barn before we open 
again...that is totally fi ne...
just make a reservation 
with me at: #615-464-7824. 
No Problem. 

Until then, I am looking 
forward to next week’s 
CHAT and hope all goes 
well with ALL of you for 
our new year of 2016. 
Remember to BE HAPPY, 
LOVE YOUR FAMILY, 
HELP YOUR NEIGHBORS, 
BE HAPPY YOU HAVE 
A JOB, TAKE CARE OF 
YOUR PETS, SMILE, GIVE 
OUT HUGS AND FOR 
PETE’S SAKE: LAUGH!
 Lots of Hugs......Savannah

Hugs,
Savannah

P.S. I meant to also thank 
all the special folks
who work the Feed 
America First every 

Saturday with JD for the 
lovely cookies, candy

and grape champagne !! 
The Jamaican coff ee

from Bobby and Sue Hale 
is delicious !! Many
thanks for all your 

dedicated hard work and 
generosity.
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H & H TOPSOIL
Screened - No rocks, roots or grass

thru Oct. 29-P

Trading Post Chat
                                               BY SAVANNAH CUNNICK

Complete
tree service,

free esti-
mates. We

remove
trees and

climb those
impossible

ones. 

TF-Aug. 6-C

Woodbury 
Livestock

2016
* w/v = wean/vaccinated 

Hfrs
Hfrs
Hfrs
Hfrs
Bulls
Bulls
Bulls
Bulls
Bulls
Strs
Strs
Strs
Strs
Strs
 

  

Look for the  
Livestock report 
on a regular basis 
after January 1st 
when Woodbury 
Livestock continues 
their regular sale 
schedule.

COWS Breaker  
COWS Boner  
COWS Lean  
BULLS  
 

  
HAPPY  NEW  YEAR  AND  HERE’S  HOPING  FOR  A  MOST  SUCCESSFUL  2016 !!

Get your annual 
mammogram” has be-
come a household saying 
in a society where breast 
cancer has become 
increasingly prevalent. But 
many doctors are actually 
moving away from this 
suggestion. As it turns 
out, annual mammograms 
may not be as important 
as you think. And perhaps 
counterintuitive to what 
most people have learned, 
they can actually cause 
more harm than good.

 So why are doctors 
beginning to suggest 
alternative options, includ-
ing regular thermo-graphy 
scans, in lieu of annual 
mammograms? The answer 
is in the research. A study 
published in JAMA Internal 
Medicine found that 
although mammo-grams 
detected a 16% increase in 
cancers, the death rate did 
not actually change. Why 
is this? Because most of the 
tumors found were small 
– and the mammograms 
only found 7% more large, 
dangerous tumors.

Another serious 
issue to consider is 

radiation. According to 
natural health expert, Dr. 
Mercola, “Mammograms 
use ionizing radiation at 
a relatively high dose, 
which can contribute to the 
mutations that can lead to 
breast cancer. You can get 
as much radiation from 
one mammogram as you 
would from 1,000 chest 
X-rays. Mammography 
also compresses your 
breasts tightly, which can 
lead to a dangerous spread 
of cancerous cells, should 
they exist.”

 An additional concern 
with mammograms is 
their unacceptably high 
rate of false positives—up 
to six percent. While that 
number may not seem high 
to some, false positives can 
lead to expensive repeat 
screenings, additional 
radiation exposure, and 
sometimes result in 
unnecessary, invasive 
procedures including 
biopsies, surgery, radiation, 
and chemotherapy. 
Preemptive intervention is 
not always necessary when 

it comes to addressing a 
woman’s health conditions.

 As the balance between 
over diagnosing and 
under treating becomes 
more established, practices 
such as thermography 
are gaining steam as a 
safer, more comfortable 
way to monitor breast 
health. Besides detecting 
the infl ammation and 
suspicious pathology that 
may lead to breast cancer, 
thermography holds 
numerous benefi ts over 
annual mammograms. 
Thermography is a totally 
non-invasive procedure 
that is pain-free, radiation-
free, compression-free and 
touch-free.

For more information 
contact:
Cannon County Chiropractic

Dr. Trea Wessel
824 McMinnville Hwy.
Woodbury, Tn 37190

615-563-3320
OR

Breast Themography of 
Tennessee

106 Mission Ct, # 404
 Franklin, Tennessee 37067

615-934-3121
htt p://www.bodybreastscans.

Why doctors are moving away
from annual mammograms

From the desk of 
Dr. Trea Wessel
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Roberts terinary Service
Large & small animal medicine & surgery

24 hour mobile service available
House calls also available

Mark Roberts, DVM

Licensed
& Insured -Locally Owned & Operated

Home (615) 563-8672 or cell (615) 584-0737

CRASH....

Home 898-1280
Cell 615-584-

championship.
“Last year, I learned 

from my mistake, because I 
took more time off ,” CCHS 
sophomore Hannah Whit-
ed said. “This year I went 
straight from cross-country 
to track, and I felt like that 
helped me a lot, because 
my body stayed in shape 
more.

The sophomore con-
tinued her success on the 
paths and track this sea-
son even though she had 
to do it for two diff er-
ent schools. Last season, 
Whited qualifi ed for the 
cross-country state meet 
as a freshman, but she was 
the only member of the Li-
onett es to achieve this feat. 
This season, her success 
continued as she was the 
top fi nisher for CCHS at all 
of the cross-country meets, 
which included two over-
all wins. At the same time, 
Whited was a member of 
the Lionett es which made 
history as the fi rst team in 
school history to advance 
to the state meet as a team. 
During the state meet, 
Whited fi nished 11th, and 
the Lionett es as a whole 
completed the season with 
a 6th place placing overall.

“(Hannah) Whited is a 
very tough blue-collar run-
ner,” CCHS Cross-Country 
head coach Marc Larson 
said. “She always shows up 
and gets the job done. I nev-
er had to worry about her 
performance. Her consis-
tency was due to her work 
ethic. Her att itude matches 
her ability. She is extreme-
ly supportive of the other 
runners. With all of her suc-
cess, she stays grounded 
and loved by everyone on 
the team.”

Dream comes true for 
Jonathan Odom

CCHS’s Jonathan 
Odom experienced a lit-
teral “dream come true” 
when he was hired as 
Cannon County’s new 
girls basketball coach.
Odom takes over the suc-
cessful program after pre-
vious head coach Michael 
Dodgen left to take the 
same position at White 
County. Odom had spent 
the previous seven seasons 
as an assistant for the CCHS 
boys’ basketball team.

“The biggest dream any-
one could have is to be a 
head coach and I am no dif-
ferent,” Odom said on June 
11. “I feel very blessed to 
have my fi rst opportunity 
with a program like CCHS 
that has so much history 
and tradition. To be able 
to do it in my hometown 
and that just adds to it. I 
think that it is a big plus 
and just the knowledge 
of the fan base here and 
how passionate they are 
and knowing the history 
and tradition and the ex-
pectations is invaluable.”
During Dodgen’s decade at 
CCHS, he helped lead the 
Lionett es to four state tour-
nament appearances in fi ve 
seasons including last sea-
son’s surprising run to the 
Elite Eight after fi nishing 
fi fth in the district during 
the regular season. Odom 
understands the player’s 
mindset of wanting to con-
tinue the program’s win-
ning expectations.

“They are so used to 
winning and they do not 
know anything diff erent,” 
Odom said. “That is a cred-
it to Dodgen and the previ-
ous staff . That is so huge, 
because a lot of times when 
a coach take over a pro-
gram they’ve got to ‘change 

the culture.’
“The culture is already 

here. That makes my job 
easier in one way, but also 
challenging to have that 
pressure to keep that going. 
The girls are very driven, 
and they do not expect to 
take a step back. I am not 
going to put any guarantees 
that we are going to make it 
back to state, or how many 
games we are going to win. 
The girls expect that and I 
expect that,” he said.

Jonathan Odom

Dodgen honored by 
Courier

At the 5th annual Cannon 
Courier Hall of Fame and 
All Sports Banquet girls 
basketball coach Michael 
Dodgen made his fi nal 
night on the job memora-
ble.

 Not only was Dodgen 
inducted, but one of his leg-
endary former players, Em-
ily Sissom, was also select-
ed for the honor. Also, the 
school decided to retire the 
jerseys of not only Emily, 
but her sister Abbey. It was 
a perfect night for Dodgen 
to end his tenure as coach 
of the Lionett es before 
moving to White County to 
take the same position.

“It is a unique thing, and 
special situations to have 
one of your players go in 
at the same time you did,” 
Dodgen said a few weeks 
before the event. “(Emily) 
Sissom was a kid that was 
the foundation of when we 
started the success eight 
years ago. She was a part 
of the fi rst group that got to 
go to the fi rst region fi nals, 
eight years ago, and one 
of the fi rst groups to go to 
the state tournament. To be 
able to share that moment 
with her family and my 
family it means a lot.”

 As for Dodgen, when 
he took the Lionett es job 
10 seasons ago, he knew 
the history of the program, 
including the team’s 1989 
state title, but it had not 
been to the state tourna-
ment since 1992. By the 
time he left, the program 
was back on top, including 
four trips to the state tour-
nament out of the past fi ve 
seasons.

“Cannon County is a spe-
cial place to me, my family 
and kids for the simple fact 
when you have been some-
where for 10 years you es-
tablish a lot of friendships,” 
Dodgen said the day af-
ter the ceremony. “I have 
been able to be the coach 
at CCHS, and have a great 
group of young ladies that 
have played for me over the 
last 10 years, which have 
built back a program to one 
of the top programs in Class 
AA and to be able to do that 
is rewarding in itself. It is 
so much about what these 
young ladies allowed me 
to accomplish as a coach, 
because of their work ethic 
and how hard they wanted 
to be good.”

During his time at the 
helm of the Lionett es pro-
gram, Dodgen amassed 
over 200 wins, and he 
helped coach two All-State 
players, one Miss Basket-
ball, two District MVPs, 
and over 50 All-District 
players. However, some 
say his best coaching job 
came this past season as the 
Lionett es advanced back to 
the state tournament even 
though the team fi nished 
fi fth during the District 
8AA regular season.

Once the postseason 
started, CCHS used their 
winning tradition to de-
feat the top four teams in 
the district during both the 

district and region tour-
naments earning them a 
spot back at the Murphy 
Center for the 2015 TSSAA 
Class AA state tournament. 
Unfortunately, the dream 
ended in the quarterfi nals 
by eventual state champion 
MLK.

“This year’s team provid-
ed a lot of memorial mo-
ments,” Dodgen said. “A 
lot of people counted this 
year’s team out, and they 
did not think they could 
accomplish a lot. For this 
team to get back to the state 
tournament is great.”

Those Lionett es were led 
by several award winners, 
including girls’ basketball 
player of the year, Kelli Da-
vis, Kristen Hale and Erin 
McReynolds. It was a me-
morial way for Dodgen to 
end his career at CCHS.

Of course, coaching runs 
in the family tree for the 
Dodgens, as the person who 
inducted him into the Hall 
of Fame, his father, Don-
ald, taught him the game 
of basketball, especially the 
coaching side growing up. 
Currently, Donald is the 
athletic director at Knox-
ville Farragut High.

After gett ing his college 
degree at Tennessee Tech, 
Dodgen coached at Smith 
County for three seasons, 
which included an overall 
record of 52-45 and their 
fi rst trip to the regions since 
1989. In June 2005, he was 
named CCHS girls basket-
ball coach, which he stayed 
until May of this year.

However, he admitt ed 
one of the toughest things 
he had to do was tell the Li-
onett es he was moving on. 
He has nothing but fond 
memories of his time here 
in Cannon County.

“One of the toughest 
things a coach has to do, 
especially when you have 
put everything into a pro-
gram for 10 years, and you 
have watched these cur-
rent players since junior 
pro, and grammar school 
basketball. I have watched 
them grow up, and turn 
into great young ladies. To 
have to tell them I was leav-
ing was probably one of the 
hardest things I had to do. 
Everybody here has been 
nothing but wonderful to 
me and my family. It was 
a move and an opportunity 
to get closer to my family. 
It gets me close to that sit-
uation where I could help 
out there. It is one of the 
hardest things you have to 
do. Cannon County will 
always have a special place 
in my heart. I will always 
check in and watch in on 
the program from a dis-
tance. I appreciate every-
thing everyone has done 
for me.”

CC gridiron opens under 
new lights

The Cannon County High 
School football team 
opened the 2015 home 
portion of their schedule 
on Aug. 28 against Jackson 
County. It was also throw-
back night as the Lions wore 
jerseys from back in the 
day honoring those former 
players in program history. 
However, the Blue Dev-
ils shutout the Lions, 47-0.
“I think specialty games 
like this are a fun thing 
to do,” senior lineman 
Eldon Resko said be-
fore practice last week. 
He wore No. 50, which is 
his normal jersey number, 
in honor of Gary North-
cut. Some of the players 
wore diff erent numbers 
than normal during the 
game to honor those fa-
mous former players who 
wore them back then.

“It is prett y exciting and 
we have not done any-
thing like this in a long 
time,” Senior lineman Bo 
Bryson, who wore No. 40 
instead of No. 10 in hon-
or of Mark Roberts added.
The home opener was also 
the debut for the CCHS 
football team with the 
new lighting system at 
Fred Schwartz  Field. Sev-
eral other sporting events 
have taken place since 
the lights were put in last 
year, but this was the fi rst 
high school football game 
under the new lights. 
“These projects are adver-
tised for bid, then bids are 
approved by the school 
board at a regular meeting,” 
Cannon County Director of 
Schools Barbara Parker said 
via email on Aug. 28. “The 
football stadium lighting 
project was a project that 
the school board felt was 
badly needed, and the 
board included funding for 
this project in the budget 
for the 2014-15 school year. 
The former lights were giv-
en to CCHS and had been 
used for many years and 
did not lighten the fi eld as 
much as were desirable.”

Cross-country roars back

The Lionett es high school 
cross country team are roar-
ing back to the state meet 
after fi nishing third at the 
Region 4A-AA event, while 
the Cannon County mid-
dle and elementary teams 
fi nished up the season by 
competing at the state meet 
in Knoxville.

The Junior Lions and 
Lionett es made three-for-
three in state meet appear-
ances during the short but 
successful run in program 
history, while elementary 
team made the state in their 
fi rst try.

“It was really exciting 
just being there with the 
whole team,” Lionett es 
middle school runner 
Madison Gaither said. “I 
thought we did really well.”
The state meet was held at 
Victor Ashe Park in Knox-
ville in which the team 
faced a challenging course 
and the toughest competi-
tion in the state. However, 
the middle and elementary 
school teams went down a 
day early to practice on the 
course, and make fi nal ad-
justments before the meet 
the following morning.

“We had a compact 
course, which was chop-
py, and hilly,” CCJL head 
coach Brian Elrod said. “It 
was one of the toughest 
courses in the state. We 
were prepared for it, and 
we did great. We had the 
ideal conditions for run-
ning.”

Also, the team was in-
spired by watching the 
Disney movie, McFarland, 
which is a true story about 
a successful built from 
scratch cross country pro-
gram with Kevin Costner 
playing the head coach.

“The movie boosted us 
up, because they did the 
same things we did,” CCJL 
runner Zett ie Elrod said. 
“They make mistakes and 
they came back from them.”
The Lionett es fi nished 16th 
overall out of 26 teams with 
fi ve runners fi nishing the 
season on a strong note. 
The CCJL runners included 
Zett ie Elrod (66th), Aman-
da Blanco (95th), Hannah 
Higgins (159th), Lauren 
Knox (172nd), and Madi-
son Gaither (178th) out of 
294 runners.

The Lions was 21st over-
all out of 30 teams in a meet 
which featured 312 run-
ners, and CCJL included 
Duncan Cook (69th), Tyler 

Southworth (110th), Col-
in Reed (122th), Matt hew 
Elmy (147th) and Tristan 
Davis (300th).

The elementary school 
runners included AJ Arm-
strong (116th), James Haw-
kins (118th), Boone Elrod 
(127th), Nick Foster (180th), 
and Gunter Pitt s (150th). 
The boys fi nished 15th out 
of 19 teams, which includ-
ed 232 competitors. The 
girls was represented by 
Maddie Reed (113th) and 
Georgia Hawkins (115th). 
While on the high school 
level, the Lionett es ad-
vanced to state with a third 
place overall fi nish, while 
the Lions were eliminated 
with a fi fth place fi nish in a 
very tough region at Camp 
Jordan in East Ridge.

“We are really excited, 
and we were hoping to 
make it this year,” CCHS 
Lionett e Alayna Reed said. 
“At fi rst, we were really 
nervous, because we were 
not for sure if we made it. 
As soon as they announced 
it, we were screaming and 
jumping.”

Besides facing the tough-
est competition in the re-
gion on a brutal course 
with a state berth on the 
line. The weather condi-
tions were horrible with 
rain from the hurricane 
that hit Mexico last week-
end, and the course turned 
into a mud bath. However, 
both teams used the bad 
weather to their advantage.
“We were covered from 
head to toe in mud,” Reed 
said. “We made sure be-
fore we started our shoes 
were tied tight, if not we 
were going to lose them. 
The Lionett es who made 
state included Hannah 
Whited (5th), Isabella Rus-
so (20th), Alayna Reed 
(22nd), Elva Magana (26th), 
Samantha Gaither (27th), 
Tyger Kennedy (31st) and 
Flor Magana (34th).

While, the Lions missed 
advancing to state with 
a fi fth place fi nish, they 
were led by Devin Gilpat-
rick (22nd), Justin Whit-
ed (26th), Austin Duggin 
(27th), Corey Seymour 
(28th), Reece Wisdom 
(39th), and Alex Sergouiano 
(41st).

“It was a sick part of my 
stomach about that, be-
cause those guys are good,” 

CCHS head coach Marc 
Larson said. “They got the 
best average Top 5 running 
time that I had since coming 
to CCHS, and for them to 
do as good as they did this 
year and not make state it 
hurts a litt le bit. I know how 
hard they have worked, 
and they are good. It is an 
extremely good region.”

Abbey Sissom vital for 
MT success

Former Cannon County 
standout Abbey Sissom has 
played a vital role in Mid-
dle Tennessee’s success at 
the outset of the 2015-16 
season, and the sophomore 
standout says she is excited 
to be part of something spe-
cial with the Lady Raiders.

Middle Tennessee Head 
Coach Rick Insell, a Can-
non County native and 
fi ve-time Hall of Famer, in-
cluding the Cannon Coun-
ty Sports Hall of Fame, said 
“Cannon Countians will be 
glad to know Abbey Sissom 
is a big part of what our 
team is doing. She contin-
ues to improve.

“Abbey is stronger and 
now she is not only a strong 
outside shooter, but she is 
slashing to the basket, pen-
etrating. She is a complete 
player. Cannon County 
takes pride in their bas-
ketball and they should be 
proud of Abbey Sissom. 
She is doing a great job for 
us.”

Sissom was a prolifi c 
scorer at Cannon County 
High School and fi nished 
her career second on the all-
time scorer list with 2,606 
points.

Sissom said putt ing in ex-
tra work and gett ing stron-
ger in the off season have 
aided her performances.

“I put in a lot of time in 
the weight room and in the 
gym putt ing up shots this 
summer,” Sissom said. “I 
can see the hard work pay-
ing off  in a lot of areas. I 
feel like I am rebounding 
bett er and playing bett er 
defense.”

While she has been one of 
the team’s leading scorers 
this season, it has been Sis-
som’s defense that has been 
a strong facet of her game.

“Abbey is one of our best 
perimeter defenders,” In-
sell said. 

2015...

Johnson “was travel-
ing southbound on state 
Highway 53 during heavy 
rainfall with limited vis-
ibility,” Whiles reported. 
Mrs. Mears “was walking 
westbound, crossing state 
Highway 53” when she 
was struck, the trooper 
said.

Historical Society sets ‘Show & Tell’

the community. For Dil-
lard, guiding local pro-
gression is more than a 
resume builder; it’s a way 
of life. “I often speak to 
youth within the commu-
nity regarding leadership 
initiatives;’ she says.

Her strong interest in 

policy and strengthening 
our society has also led to 
even loftier goals. “I would 
like to be a Georgia State 
Representative one day.”

Clayton is located in the 
mountains of Northeast 
Georgia and is home to a 
beautiful downtown.

DILLARD....

The Cannon County 
Historical Society will meet 
Tuesday, January 12 at 6:30 
p.m. at the Cannon County 
Senior Center, 609 West 
Lehman St., in the small 
dining area.

January, it seems, has 
become the annual “Show 
and Tell” meeting. In the 
past, “Show and Tell” has 
been a favorite with many 
members.

The featured presenters 
will be the members of the 
Historical Society.

Please bring anything 
you consider to be a matt er 
of interest including family 
heirlooms, documents, 

pictures, books, old hand 
tools, historic relics or 
anything interesting to 
share. Please be prepared 
to “share a tale.”

The Society will meet at 
6:30 p.m. for snacks and 
refreshments. Bring your 
favorites.

The program will begin 
at 7 p.m. Come and bring 
someone with you. And 
don’t forget your “show 
and tell” item.

“Remember, everyone is 
welcome. Looking forward 
to seeing you January 
12,” said Joe Davenport, 
Historical Society 
president.



Seniors across the 
Upper Cumberland 
received food to make 
hot meals this holiday 
season thanks to generous 
canned food donations and 
contributions from multiple 
community organizations.  

 Each December, 
the Area Agency on Aging 
and Disability, a division 
of the Upper Cumberland 
Development District, 
coordinates a canned 

food drive for seniors in 
need across the Upper 
Cumberland. Holiday food 
bags are created from the 
canned food donations 
and contain ingredients 
for seniors to prepare a 
hot holiday meal. The bags 
are distributed by AAAD 
staff  to low-income, home-
bound clients throughout 
the region. 

 This year, AAAD 
staff  teamed up with the 

Sunset and Noon Rotary 
Clubs of Cookeville, First 
Volunteer Bank, F&M Bank, 
Citizens Bank, Middle 
Tennessee Curb, and 
Pioneer Credit Company 
branches of Cookeville and 
Smithville to collect canned 
food donations for the 
holiday food bags. Through 
canned food donations and 
$1,350 in contributions, 
AAAD staff  were able to 
assemble and distribute 
250 holiday food bags to 
seniors in need. Each senior 
received a bag containing 
canned ham, corn, green 
beans, yams, fried apples, 
and a stuffi  ng mix or rolls.

Well by the time 
you read this, another 
Christmas has come and 
gone and a new year is 
so close we can smell it! 
Happy 2016 to each of 
you.

And there have been 
Christmas parties 
galore. Thursday the 
17th, Ernestine Tate 
enjoyed the season with 
her family. Enjoying the 
festivities with her were 
John and Kim Francis 
and Callie Francis, Jenny 
Francis, Brooklyn and 
Londyn, Megan Davis, 
John and Angie Davis 
and Justin, Ann Bryson, 
Sherry and Tony Young 
and Grady George.

Friday night it 
was off  to coaches 
Tim and DeAnna 
Reed’s home for the 
basketball girls’ annual 
“chocolate Christmas 
Party”. Enjoying a 
good time were Mary 
Beth Patt erson, Katie 
Hancock, Destiny Wood, 
Katelyn Duggin, Baleigh 
Fulkerson, Caitlyn 

Crook, Hannah Junker, 
Kiley Hughes, Olivia 
Robbins, Leighanne 
Dodd and Sara Wheeler.

It was off  to Cedar 
Grove for Terry and 
Bett y Thomas and 
Madison Gaither. They 
enjoyed the annual 
“Christmas Barn Party” 
hosted by son Patrick 
Thomas and Howard 
and Clarenita Hamilton.

The house of Gene 
and Wilma Harris’ was 
full Christmas Eve when 
Martye Harris, Nick 
and Leah Wilson, Allie, 
Eli, Maya and Isaiah, 
Josh and Rebecca Tate, 
Maggie and Levi and 
Jerry and Beverly Bryan 
gathered in for their 
annual good Christmas 
times.

Both Auburn Baptist 
and Prosperity Baptist 
churches presented their 
Christmas programs 
Sunday the 20th. 
Auburn’s was held  
that night with the 
theme “The Christmas 
Promise”. It included 

both adult and children’s 
choirs.

Prosperity’s adult 
choir performed 
“There’s a New Kid in 
Town” for the Morning 
Service. For the Evening 
service, the children 
presented “Happy 
Birthday Jesus” and the 
youth did interpretive 
movements to “Mary 
Did You Know” and 
Casting Crown’s “I 
Heard the Bells on 
Christmas Day”.

You never know who 
will show up at JimBo’s 
for coff ee and or good 
breakfast food. Two 
“old” natives, Dwight 
Hancock and Mike 
Dutt on, strolled in 
Tuesday for some good 
chats. You can learn a lot 
(none of it really useful 
but funny) about those 
who come in.

Losing a loved one is 
never easy but, as I have 
stated before, it seems 
around the Christmas 
holidays is especially 
hard. Our thoughts, 
prayers and love to the 
family and especially 
wife, Mable, of Hop 
Turney. He was a great 
man.

It is such good news 
that Dawn Maier did not 
(as far as I know) suff er 
life-threatening injuries 
in a head-on collision 
which happened 
Wednesday. She is in a 
Nashville hospital and 
was to undergo surgery 
for broken bones – both 
arms and both legs 
according to some I have 
talked with. We send her 
a speedy recovery.

Shirley Young was 
another who had 
surgery Christmas Eve. 

It was a one-day back 
surgery. Praying this 
works for her and she’s 
back on her feet in no 
time.

Christmas Eve guests 
at our house were Mark 
and Karen Stinnett  of 
Brush Creek, Patrick 
Thomas of Cedar Grove, 
Robbie Owen, Brad 
and Stefanie Leach and 
Joyce Leach. Coming in 
later after the meal were 
Tim, and DeAnna Reed, 
Alayna and Adrianna 
Reed, Janna and Ryan 
Womack and Samantha 
and Madison Gaither.

Also as usual there 
are lots of viruses 
att acking people. Jordan 
Blackburn had type A 
fl u which developed 
into pneumonia. Lots 
of our children are 
also experiencing viral 
maladies. Sure hope 
Santa takes these back 
to the North Pole and 
freezes them.

It’s a birthday the 
30th for Brian Leyhew, 
brothers Dustin (1996) 

and Dalton (1999) 
Lack Dawson Reed 
and Lindsay Cooper. 
Now we begin all over 
again with a birthday 
the fi rst day of the new 
year – they are: Stacy 
Baines, Doug Gaither, 
James Paul Davenport 
and Kathy Hayes. Joey 
Reed celebrates his the 
3rd and winding up the 
week on the 5th are Ann 
Whitaker Thompson and 
Erica Melton Garrett , 
Happy birthday!

Susan and Todd 
Turney celebrate their 
22nd anniversary the 
last day of the year. It 
is the 11th for Brian and 
Terri Jackson the 1st 
day of January. Happy 
anniversary to both 
couples.

If you have news for 
this column, please 
e-mail me at apatrick@
dtccom.net, or call 464-
4310 and leave a message 
if no answer.
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No Progress on Farm Payment Limit Reform
Center for Rural Aff airs rebukes USDA “actively engaged” proposal

Today the US 
Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) issued their fi nal 
rule to defi ne what it means 
to be actively engaged in 
farming, and therefore 
eligible to receive federal 
farm payments.The fi nal 
rule made no progress from 
the proposed rule issued 
last May, and it not only 
ensures access to unlimited 
farm program payments for 
the majority of the largest 
farms in the country, it goes 
one step further by writing 
loopholes directly into 
regulation.

 “The purpose of revising 
the actively engaged 
defi nition was to make 
farm payment limits 
more eff ective,” said Traci 
Bruckner, Senior Associate 
at the Center for Rural 
Aff airs. “The USDA is, 
however, clearly more 
interested in defending the 
interests of mega-farms by 
preserving loose defi nitions 
that will continue to allow 
the nation’s largest farms to 
avoid meaningful payment 
limits.”

 “This is not reform” 
added Bruckner. “In 2007, 
while campaigning in 
Iowa for his fi rst election, 
President Obama promised 
to close these loopholes. He 
said that “every President 
since Ronald Reagan has 
had the authority to close 
this loophole without 
action by Congress, but 
has failed to act.” noted 
Bruckner. “Well, now we 
can add President Obama 

to that list of Presidents that 
have failed to act.”

 “The lack of eff ective 
payment limitations has 
resulted in federal farm 
programs fi nancing farm 
consolidation and the 
elimination of many mid-
size family farms…. Barack 
Obama and Joe Biden 
will close the loopholes 
that allow mega farms 
to get around the limits 
by subdividing their 
operations into multiple 
paper corporations.  They 
will take immediate action 
to close the loophole by 
proposing regulations to 
limit payments to active 
farmers who work the 
land…. Every President 
since Ronald Reagan has 
had the authority to close 
this loophole without 
additional action by 
Congress, but has failed 
to act." President Barack 
Obama, writing as a 
candidate for President in 
his rural platform - Obama-
Biden: Real Leadership For 
Rural America

 According to Bruckner, 
the USDA stated in the fi nal 
rule that the 2014 Farm Bill 
language prohibits them 
from applying any new rule 
to farms structured solely 
of family members.

 “We disagree with that 
premise, and this rule does 
nothing more than say 
the largest and wealthiest 
farms structured solely of 
family members are not 
subject to this new rule or 
any payment limitation,” 

argued Bruckner. “In fact, 
if  USDA would have 
interpreted the 2014 Farm 
Bill language correctly, they 
would have crafted a rule 
that says farms structured 
solely of family members 
can only qualify for farm 
programs payments if they 
provide labor - meaning 
they actually work on the 
farm," added Bruckner.

 “That is what happens 
when Congressional 
leaders throw the will of the 
House and the Senate under 
the bus, in the dark of night, 
behind closed doors… you 
get messy language. The 
USDA makes matt ers worse 
by choosing to interpret the 
intent of Congress only 
in ways that lack reform 
and are easily evaded by 
the nation’s largest and 
wealthiest farms,” said 
Bruckner. “And of the 
few farms this rule would 
impact, those structured 
as non-family member 
operations, most will surely 
work with an att orney to 
reorganize their operations 
to be structured solely of 
family members to evade 
any payment limitations.”

 Bruckner also explained 
that the new rule aff ects 
less than four percent 
of farm operations. And 
leaves the loophole door 
wide open for the other 
96 percent, the USDA has 
issued an invitation to farm 
reorganizations undertaken 
to maximize subsidies 
beyond the payment 
limit.  Even for those 

farms who choose to keep 
their business structures 
organized as part of the 
four percent, the new rule 
provides for a limit over $1 
million in subsidies per year 
for the largest farms.  This 
is the antithesis of reform.

 “The proposed rule 
makes one improvement, 
tightening the farm 
management defi nition by 
requiring recordkeeping to 
back up management claims 
and adding a quantifi able 
test for farm management,” 
added Bruckner. “This 
small step forward could 
serve as a key ingredient 
for real reform if a future 
Administration should 
decide to enforce payment 
limits and actually close the 
loopholes.”

 “However, overall this 
fi nal rule is fatally fl awed, 
lacks real reform, and 
will result in few changes 
other than mega-farms 
scrambling to reorganize 
their business structure to 
fi t within the loopholes,” 
Bruckner concluded.

 
                ###

Established in 1973, the 
Center for Rural Aff airs 
is a private, non-profi t 
organization working to 
strengthen small businesses, 
family farms and ranches, and 
rural communities through 
action oriented programs 
addressing social, economic, 
and environmental issues

Upper Cumberland seniors receive holiday food

AAAD staff  members and volunteers assemble holiday food bags from canned food 
donations and contributions. Pictured left to right:  Holly Williams, Clare Farless, 
Jessica Pruett , Alana Huddleston, Kelly Clarkson, volunteer Landon Krauss, Jennifer 
Birdwell, Katie Cunningham, and Meghian Moore.

NASHVILLE - It’s likely 
you’ll be visiting retail 
counters this month to 
return or exchange those 
gifts that weren’t quite right. 
The Tennessee Department 
of Commerce & Insurance’s 
(TDCI) Division of 
Consumer Aff airs wants to 
make consumers aware of 
Tennessee laws regarding 
retail returns and off er a 

few tips to prevent hassles 
and headaches at the cash 
register.

Here are some tips to 
consider:

·        If you know you 
intend to return a gift, keep 
original tags and bar codes 
on items to ensure ease of 
returning that item. You 
are more likely to receive 
a refund or the full value 

in store credit for packages 
that are unopened and in 
brand-new condition.

·        Some retailers have 
varied return timeframes 
for fresh food, electronics 
and holiday items. Also, 
return policies for clearance 
merchandise may be 
diff erent than merchandise 
sold at full price.

·        Some retailers may 

charge a restocking fee for 
returns of electronics or 
large-ticket items.

·        Look up the return 
policies when buying 
online or from catalogs 
to fi nd out if you have to 
pay a return shipping fee. 
Sometimes merchandise 
can be returned to a store 
instead of the online 
merchant.

Here’s some gift return, exchange tips from TDCI



KEITH READY
For The Courier

The Lebanon High 
School Lady Blue Devils 
used a size advantage in 
the post to get out to a early 
lead on the Cannon County 
Lionett es in the fi rst round 
of the Sonic Shootout 
at White County High 
School in Sparta Monday, 
December 28 as the Wilson 
County team coasted to 71-
37 win over the Lionett es.

Former Riverdale coach 
and Cannon County 
alumni Cory Barrett , 
who is now at the helm 
of the Lebanon program, 
watched as his team got 
out to a 40-19 halftime lead 
as they pounded the ball 
inside. Lebanon’s roster 
consists of four players 
6’1” and above, all of which 
received deep minutes in 
the game. 

“Their post play was 
really the diff erence” 
said Lionett e head coach 
Jonathan Odom. “We just 
didn’t have an answer to 
that. When they were able 
to rotate two at a time with 
no drop-off  in the size, 
it really hurt us on the 
boards,” he continued. 

Missed free throws also 
plagued the Lionett es. 
Cannon got to the line 36 
times during the contest 
and only hit 16 from the 
charity stripe.

Lebanon 71
 Cannon County 37

CC: Davis-16, Knox-11, 
Scott -5, King-3, Haley-1, 

Walker-1
FG: 6-30 3PT: 3-11 Total: 

9-41, FT: 16-36

A hand injury suff ered in 
the game against Lebanon 
Monday, kept Cannon 
County Lionett e leading 
scorer Kelli Davis out of 
the second round game of 

the Sonic Shootout against 
Warren County Tuesday. 
The Lionett es were also 
without the services of post 
player Haylee Mooneyham 
who was ailing from a 
respiratory infection. The 
Lionett es responded as 
best as they could against 
the AAA school from 
McMinnville keeping it 
close in the fi rst quarter. 
Warren County was able to 
break it open in the second 
and coast the rest of the 
way to a 61-49 win.

“Very proud of the eff ort 
that the team gave being 
as shorthanded as they 
were” Lionett e head coach 
Jonathan Odom said. “We 
meet them January 5th and 
should have both players 
back and the outcome will 
hopefully be diff erent.”

Maleah Scott  and 
Autumn King carried the 
team in scoring with 18 
and 14 points respectively. 
Warren County used a 
18-0 run at the end of the 
beginning of the second 
quarter to provide the big 
cushion. 

They led by 17 in the 
fourth quarter when 
Cannon began a run of 
their own and got as 
close as 5 before the Lady 

Pioneers responded and 
put the game away.

Warren County 61 
Cannon County 49
CC: Scott -18, King-

14, Knox-7, Gaither-5, 
Haley-3, Walkup-2
FG: 13-29, 3-PT: 3-14, 

Total: 16-43, FT: 14-23

As a result of the two 
previous losses, the 
Lionett es were in the 7th 
place game of the Sonic 
Shootout Wednesday.

 Their opponent McMinn 
County out of Athens 
Tennessee came into the 
game a litt le disappointed 
after a heartbreaking two 
point loss to Portland 
Tuesday afternoon. The 
Lionett es showed fatigue 
after two diffi  cult games 
and as a result spent 
most of the game making 
fundamental mistakes, 
missing free throws while 
McMinn County took 
their frustrations out on 
the Lionett es collecting 
a 64-41 win and seventh 
place in the tournament. 
Cannon County committ ed 
30 turnovers in the game 
which was uncharacteristic 
of them coming into the 
contest. 
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SPORTS

MIKE WEST photos
Carolyn Burnett , chief cook and bott le-washer at Parsley’s Market, puts a birthday 
kiss on Coach Robert A. Harris in honor of his uh, 92th birthday celebrated at the 
market.

Ben Cates, a former coach himself, congratulates Robert A. Seated under the birthday 
balloon is Cannon County Schools Director Barbara Parker, who shares a birthdate 
with Robert A. “He’s 92 and I’m 29 and holding,” Mrs. Parker says.

JR.
Lions

Baseball
Try-Outs

January 9th
2pm

6th - 8th Graders are invited to the
CCHS Lions Baseball Field to Try-Out for  

Jr. Lions Baseball January 9th 2pm.
Rain Date will be January 16th 2pm

For More information call
Mike Bryson 615-848-5536

Injuries, size difference
hurt Lionettes in tourney
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Society

MIDDLE TENNESSEE SCHOOL OF 
PREACHING AND BIBLICAL STUDIES
The Spring Semester of the Middle Tennessee School of Preaching and Bibli-
cal Studies begins on Thursday, January 7th 2016.  Class sessions meet every 

Thursday evening for 13 weeks; they are open to all; they are free and 
classes can be taken for credit.

Middle Tennessee School Of Preaching
Bethany Church of Christ

5066 Nashville Hwy, McMinnville TN

Thursday Nights     6:00 - 9:00 PM

6-7:00 pm      Hebrews                                           Jim Boyd
7-8:00 pm      The Book of Psalms (Part VI)        Bill Boyd
8-9:00 pm      The Church Encounters Culture  Charles Williams

For addition information, 
please contact David Costello 

931-728-9290

MTSU Ranked as Top Best Value in Tennessee 
Among Public Universities

Middle Tennessee State 
University is listed the top-
ranked public university 
in the state by a national 
website that focuses on 
what it considers the best 
values in higher education.

MTSU was ranked No. 2 
overall, behind Vanderbilt 
University in Nashville, 
by BestValueSchools.com 
in a list of 20 institutions 
evaluated for 20-year net 
return on investment, net 
price and graduation and 
acceptance rates.

The website noted 
MTSU’s growth from a 
teacher school to a major 
comprehensive university, 
saying that it “now off ers 
dozens of degrees in a wide 
range of unique academic 
and vocational fi elds.”

It also singled out MTSU’s 
“specialized” departments 
of Recording Industry, 
Aerospace and Concrete 
Industry Management, 
saying they represent the 
university’s “commitment 
to student success after 

graduation by preparing 
them for promising careers 
in vital, local industries.”

The website said the 
ranking off ers prospective 
students “a premier 
selection of universities to 
help get you started on your 
search for an education in 
Tennessee.”

You can see the Tennessee 
rankings at: htt p://
www.bestvalueschools.
com/rankings-by-state/
tennessee 

Financial services veteran 
James R. Gordon has been 
named chief fi nancial offi  cer 
of FirstBank, eff ective 
Jan. 1, 2016, the Company 
announced today.

 Winnie Bunch, CFO for 
the past 20 years, is moving 
into a newly created 
position as chief fi nancial 
offi  cer for FirstBank 
Ventures, which operates 
FirstBank Mortgage, 
FirstBank Investments and 
FirstBank Insurance.

 FirstBank President and 
CEO Chris Holmes says the 
moves refl ect the growth 
experienced in banking and 
mortgage operations across 
the bank’s footprint in the 
Southeast.

 “It became necessary for 
us to expand our executive 
team, and we are fortunate 
to be able to att ract someone 
with the experience and 
talent of James Gordon to 
take over as FirstBank CFO. 
He is a great addition to 
our executive management 
team and, importantly, a 
great fi t with our corporate 
culture,” Holmes said. 
“We are also fortunate that 
Winnie will be leading the 
fi nancial team at FirstBank 
Ventures. She has done a 
tremendous job in helping 
us manage our growth, and 
she is the perfect person to 
take over this new role.”

Gordon’s career includes 
25 years of diversifi ed 
accounting experience, 
both in public accounting 
and in the private sector. 
Previously, he was a partner 
with the international 
accounting fi rms of 
PricewaterhouseCoopers 
and BDO. He most recently 
was the partner in charge 
of Horne LLP’s Memphis 

offi  ce. Horne has offi  ces 
throughout the Southeast 
and Colorado, including 
Nashville, Memphis and 
Jackson, Tenn.

 Gordon also served on 
the executive management 
teams of three separate 
fi nancial institutions 
in the Southeast. He 
was chief risk offi  cer at 
Union Planters Bank and 
chief accounting offi  cer 
at National Commerce 
Financial Corp., the holding 
company of National 
Bank of Commerce, both 
in Memphis; and was 
chief fi nancial offi  cer for 
Greenville, South Carolina-
based The South Financial 
Group.

Holmes and Gordon 
worked together at 
National Commerce 
Financial and later at The 
South Financial Group, 
where Holmes served 
as director of corporate 
fi nancial services and chief 

retail banking offi  cer prior 
to joining FirstBank in 2010.

 An Oxford, Miss., native, 
Gordon is a graduate of the 
University of Mississippi 
and the Barret Graduate 
School of Banking and is a 
certifi ed public accountant 
in Tennessee. As CFO, 
Gordon will be based in 
Nashville and will oversee 
FirstBank’s fi nance and 
accounting division as well 
as the bank’s asset and 
liability management.

 Bunch, a native of 
Lexington, Tenn., joined 
FirstBank in 1993 as 
accountant and director 
of internal audit and 
was named CFO in 1995. 
Prior to joining FirstBank, 
the 1984 graduate of the 
University of Tennessee 
worked as a public 
accountant in Atlanta and 
as fi scal director for two 
large nonprofi t agencies in 
Jackson, Tenn.

FIRSTBANK NAMES GORDON AS 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER;

BUNCH TAKES NEW CFO POSITION 
AT FIRSTBANK VENTURES

State Fire Marshal Reminds Tennesseans to 
Heat Homes Safely

Heating Equipment Fires Caused 42 Deaths, 
$31 Million in Property Losses Since 2010

The State Fire Marshal’s 
Offi  ce is reminding 
Tennesseans to keep 

safe and warm as colder 
weather becomes more 

common across the state. 
Residents are urged to use 
extra caution with the use 
of alternate heat sources.

 
"The arrival of colder 

weather means many 
people will begin to heat 

their homes with fi replaces, 
woodstoves, and space 

heaters," said Tennessee 
Department of Commerce 

& Insurance Commissioner 
and State Fire Marshal Julie 
Mix McPeak. "The drop in 
temperature traditionally 
brings a rise in fi re deaths 

and injuries due to the 
use of these alternate heat 

sources.”
 

Heating equipment is a 
major cause of home fi re 

devastation. The Tennessee 
Fire Incident Reporting 

System reports that 
Tennessee fi re departments

 

responded to 2,924 home 
structure fi res that involved 

heating equipment from 
2010-2014.

 
These fi res caused 42 

civilian fi re deaths, 54 
civilian fi re injuries and 

over $31 million in direct 
property damage. Heating 
equipment fi res accounted 
for 8 percent of all reported 
home fi res and 9 percent of 

home fi re deaths.
 

Some simple steps can 
prevent most heating-

related fi res from 
happening:

Keep anything that 
can burn at least three 
feet away from heating 

equipment, like the 
furnace, fi replace, wood 
stove, or portable space 

heater.
Never use your oven to 

heat your home.
Have a qualifi ed 

professional install 
stationary space heating 

equipment, water 

heaters or central 

heating equipment 
according to the local 

codes and manufacturer’s 
instructions.

Have heating equipment 
and chimneys cleaned and 
inspected every year by a 

qualifi ed professional.
Remember to turn 

portable heaters off  when 
leaving the room or going 

to bed.
Always use the right 

kind of fuel, specifi ed by 
the manufacturer, for fuel 

burning space heaters.
Burn only dry, seasoned 
wood in fi replaces and 

woodstoves. Never burn 
garbage or use fl ammable 

liquids to start a fi re.
Make sure the fi replace 

has a sturdy screen to stop 
sparks from fl ying into the 
room. Ashes should be cool 

before putt ing them in a 
metal container. Keep the 
container a safe distance 
away from your home.
If the pilot light of your 

gas heater goes out, allow 5 
minutes or more for the gas 

to go away before trying 
to relight the pilot. Follow 

manufacturer’s instructions 
when relighting the 

pilot. Do not allow gas to 
accumulate, and light the 
match before you turn on 

the gas to the pilot to avoid 
risk of fl ashback.

 
Don’t forget to install 

smoke alarms on every 
level of your home and to 

test them monthly. Develop 
and practice a home fi re 

escape plan with everyone 
in your home. The plan 

should include two ways 
out of every room and a 

designated meeting place 
outside where everyone 

can be accounted for.
Visit us online 

and download a free 
complete home fi re safety 

checklist.

Cannon County School Board 
Meeting / Workshop

January 12, 2016 
6:30 pm

Board WORKSHOP
Central Offi  ce 
Boardroom
301 West Main St 
Woodbury TN

January 14, 2016
 6:30 pm

Board MEETING
Woodbury Grammar 
School Cafeteria
530 West Adams St
Woodbury TN  

United Way's Community Baby Shower, in partnership with the Rutherford County 
Health Department presented by Saint Thomas Rutherford Hospital, is set for February 
5, 2016 at Patt erson Park Community Center. 

With a goal of 400 diaper bags, United Way is looking for companies and organizations 
to collect baby supplies for the Community Baby Shower. 

 A Team Leader Training for collection site representatives will be held on Thursday, 
January 7, 2016, beginning at 8 a.m. at the United Way offi  ce.  Email Lisbeth Couser or 
call (615) 893-7303 x 111 to sign up as a collection site and for more details!

Need a bundle of 
papers for puppy 

training? packing? 
school art work? 

storage of precious 
items? mailing?

We got’em for you 
& they’re FREE!



Arrests and 
Inmate Count at 
Cannon County 

Jail

Date
12/18
12/19
12/20
12/21
12/22

Males
43
42
45
42
40

Females
11
8
9
8
8

Total
54
50
54
50
48

ARRESTS:
Vandalism of County School Property 1

Vandalism over $500 1
Driving on Revoked License 1

Filing false reports 1
Criminal Trespass 2

VOP 1
Amended VOP 1
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CRIME & COURTS

BE WARY of Potential Price Gouging 
Following the Storms and Tornadoes on 

December 23 & 24, 2015

 

Tennessee’s price gouging 
laws make it unlawful for 
individuals and businesses 
to charge unreasonable 
prices for essential goods 
and services including 
gasoline, food, ice, fuel, 
generators, lodging, storage 
space, and other necessities 
in direct response to a 
disaster regardless of 
whether that emergency 
occurred in Tennessee 
or elsewhere. The price 

gouging law also makes it 
unlawful to charge a price 
that is grossly in excess of 
the price charged prior to 
the emergency. This price 
gouging act is triggered 
when a disaster is declared 
by the state or by the federal 
government. The Tennessee 
Emergency Management 
Agency declared a State of 
Emergency at 8 p.m., CST, 
on Wed., Dec. 23, 2015.
  Penalties for 

violations of the act are 
up to $1,000 per violation. 
Additionally, the Tennessee 
Att orney General in 
conjunction with TDCI’s 
Division of Consumer 
Aff airs can request that a 
court issue injunctions and 
order civil penalties of up 
to $1,000 for each violation. 
The state can also seek 
refunds for consumers.
  “We expect most 
Tennesseans will lend a 
hand to help their neighbors 
who were aff ected by the 
December storms,” TDCI 
Deputy Commissioner Bill 
Giannini said. “However, 
there may be some who seek 
to take advantage of others 
during this emergency. We 
urge consumers to make 
informed choices when 
buying goods and services 
during a disaster and report 

suspected price gouging.”
In addition to home repair 
services and building 
supplies, some may need 
gasoline and emergency 
supplies and services. 
These goods and services 
are also subject to the price-
gouging laws. Problems 
that sometimes arise after 
a natural disaster include 
price gouging (in which 
a business unreasonably 
raises rates on essential 
goods and services during 
a state of emergency or in
response to a disaster), 
as well as fraud or 
misrepresentations in 
the areas of home repair 
and debris removal. For 
example, a fraudulent 
operator may take upfront 
monies promising to 
complete a home repair 
or to remove debris and 

vanish without completing 
the work. 
  C o n s u m e r s 
may also get shoddy 
repairs from unlicensed 
contractors, or they do 
not receive the goods and 
services at the promised 
price. 
  Here are some 
tips for consumers to 
remember in the aftermath 
of December’s storms:      
    ·        Avoid high pressure 
sales tactics urging you to 
act quickly before signing a 
contact. Take time to make 
a good decision.
   ·        Do not pay money 
upfront. Wait until the job 
is fi nished.
   ·        Ask questions and get 
references from people you 
trust before hiring someone 
to do work for you.
   ·        Get the whole deal 

in writing. If a contractor 
promises you something, 
get it in writing.
   ·    Keep a record of your 
property damage and 
any repairs made to your 
property. Take photos 
during the repair work and 
afterward. You should also 
take photos of any repair 
work you believe was not 
done correctly.
 If you have 
a problem with a 
business, you can fi le a 
complaint at www.tn.gov/
consumer or call toll-free 
1-800-342-8385. 

 The Tennessee 
Department of Commerce 
& Insurance’s (TDCI) 
Securities Division is 
releasing a list of top 
investor threats and urges 
investors to use caution 
when approached with 
unsolicited investments, 
especially those involving 
promissory notes, oil and 
gas deals and real estate 
investment opportunities, 
including non-traded real 
estate investment trusts.
 “Education and 
information are an 
investor’s best defense 
against investment 
fraud,” TDCI Assistant 
Commissioner for 
Securities Frank Borger-
Gilligan said. “Investors 
should always be wary 
of unsolicited fi nancial 
advice or investment 
opportunities.”
 The top threats to 
investors were determined 
by surveying members 
of the North American 
Securities Administrators 
Association, of which 
the Tennessee Securities 
Division is a member, 
to identify the fi ve most 
problematic products, 
practices or schemes. The 
following were cited most 
often:
     1. Unregistered Products/
Unlicensed Salesmen: The 
off er of securities by an 

individual without a 
valid securities license 
should be a red alert for 
investors. Con artists also 
try to bypass stringent state 
registration requirements 
to pitch unregistered 
investments with a promise 
of “limited or no risk” and 
high returns.
    2. Promissory Notes: In 
an environment of low 
interest rates, the promise 
of high-interest-bearing 
promissory notes may 
be tempting to investors, 
especially seniors and 
others living on a fi xed 
income. Promissory notes 
generally are used by 
companies to raise capital. 
Legitimate promissory 
notes are marketed almost 
exclusively to sophisticated 
or corporate investors with 
the resources to research 
thoroughly the companies 
issuing the notes and to 
determine whether the 
issuers have the capacity 
to pay the promised 
interest and principal. Most 
promissory notes must be 
registered as securities with 
the SEC and the states in 
which they are sold.                                                       
 1. Average investors 
should be cautious about 
off ers of promissory notes 
with a duration of nine 
months or less, which in 
some circumstances do not 
require registration.  Short-

term notes that appear to 
be exempt from securities 
registration have been the 
source of most – but not all 
– of the fraudulent activity 
involving promissory notes 
identifi ed by regulators. 
 2.Oil/Gas Invest-
ments: Many oil and gas 
investment opportunities, 
while involving varying 
degrees of risks to the 
investor, are legitimate 
in their marketing and 
responsible in their 
operations. However, as 
in many other investment 
opportunities, it is not 
unusual for unscrupulous 
promoters to att empt to 
take advantage of investors 
by engaging in fraudulent 
practices. Fraudulent oil 
and gas deals frequently 
are structured with the 
limited partnership (or 
other legal entity) in one 
state, the operation and 
physical presence of the 
fi eld in a second state, 
and the off erings made to 
prospective investors in 
states other than the initial 
two states. As a result, 
there is less chance of an 
investor dropping by a 
well site or a nonexistent 
company headquarters. 
Such a structure also makes 
it diffi  cult for authorities 
and victims to identify and 
expose the fraud.
  3. Real estate-related 

Investments: Troublesome 
real estate-related 
investments identifi ed 
by securities regulators 
included non-traded real 
estate investment trusts 
(REITs), timeshare resales, 
and brokered mortgage 
notes. These types of 
products often carry 
higher risk. For example, 
non-traded REITs are sold 
directly to investors and are 
not traded on exchanges (as 
are conventional REITs). 
Non-traded REITS can 
be risky and have limited 
liquidity, which may make 
them unsuitable for certain 
investors. 
  4. Ponzi Schemes: The 
premise is simple: Pay 
early investors with money 
raised from later investors. 
The only people certain 
to make money are the 
promoters who set the 
Ponzi in motion.
  Before making any 
decisions with your money, 
ask questions, make sure 
you understand the risks, 
and contact the Tennessee 
Securities Division for 
detailed background 
information about those 
who sell securities or give 
investment advice, as well 
as about the products being 
off ered.
   The Securities Division 
can be reached at 1-800-
863-9117 or via our website. 

TDCI Securities Division Releases 
Top Investor Threats

Investors Urged to Approach Unsolicited Offers with Caution

Cannon County
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce

School Vandalism

Three persons were 
arrested in conjunction 
with vandalism with the 
school yard at East Side 
Elementary School.

Charged with destruction/
d a m a g e / v a n d a l i s m 
of property over $500 
were Johnathan Cody 
Clendenon and Ronald 
Jernigan Jr. Abby Gail Fann 
was charged with making a 
false report.

Deputy Andrew 
Colwell was dispatched to 
Center Hill Road to speak 
to East Side Principal 
Karen Wimberly who 
said substantial damage 
had been done to the 
playground area in front ot 
the school.

After reviewing videotape 
from the school’s cameras, 
a black pickup truck and 
a light-colored SUV were 
identifi ed.

Jernigan was also charged 
by warrant with a previous 
vandalism off ense and 

with driving on a revoked 
license.

Hearings are set for 
February 2 in General 
Sessions Court.

Burglary

Deputy Michael Agee 
investigated the theft of 
several fi rearms and other 
items from the home of 
Mike Wiley. Among the 
items taken were a Ruger 
.22 caliber pistol and 
holster, a Marlin .22-caliber 
rifl e, a Colt 22-caliber 
Peacemaker, a 12 gauge 
Agent Arms shotgun, a 
Remington Model 870 
shotgun, a .32-caliber 
Walter pistol and 1,000 
rounds of .22-caliber 
ammo. The missing items 
were valued at more than 
$2,300.

Seat Belt Stop

A seat belt stop by Deputy 
Thomas resulted in DUI 
charges against Rustin 
Means. A hearing is set 
for March 1 in General 
Sessions Court.

Aggravated Assault

Kerry S. Belcher was 

charged with aggravated 
assault following an 
incident on Hollow Springs 
Road. His alleged victim 
was transported to Saint 
Thomas Rutherford for a 
concussion.

Weapon Charge

Deputy Gregory Pauls 
was dispatched to a report 
concerning a pickup truck 
in a fi eld with shots fi red. 
Terry Kieth Dailey was 
discovered running from 
a blue Chevy 4x4. He 
was charged with public 

intoxication, possession 
of a handgun while under 
the infl uence and resisting 
stop, frisk and halt.

Warrant

Timothy Ryan Lawson, 
violation of community 
corrections.

Woodbury
Police

Driving on Revoked

Michael Lynn Underwood 
was charged with driving 
on a revoked license by 
Patrolman Jimmy Hayes. A 
hearing is set for January 12 
in General Sessions Court.

Criminal Trespass

Zachary Taylor was 
charged with trespassing 
on the property of TLC 
Apartments. Making the 
arrest was Patrolman 
Tracey Stoetz el. A hearing 
is set for January 12 in 
General Sessions Court.

3 arrested for vandalizing East Side School yard

TDCI sets
exams for

brokerages

Driver’s 
licenses 

extended 
to 8 years

NASHVILLE – The 
Tennessee Department of 
Commerce & Insurance 
(TDCI) announces the 
launch of a new three-year 
cycle of comprehensive 
examinations of Tenn-
essee-based brokerages 
and investment fi rms.  As 
the regulator of Tennessee 
investment advisers and 
broker-dealers, TDCI’s 
exams will enhance 
protection for Tennessee 
investors by preventing 
regulatory violations and 
non-compliance with 
investment guidelines. 

“Tennessee investors 
deserve to have peace 
of mind about the 
qualifi cations, record-
keeping and oversight 
of the investment fi rms 
and brokerages where 
they are investing their 
life savings,” TDCI 
Assistant Commissioner 
Frank Borger-Gilligan 
said.  “Tennessee brokers 
and investment advisors 
deserve to know that the 
State of Tennessee is fairly 
and eff ectively enforcing 
securities regulations.”  

The three year exam 
cycle will be conducted 
through announced 
or unannounced fi eld 
exams or “desk exams” 
which can be conducted 
remotely. These exams 
require registered brokers 
and investment advisors 
to provide detailed 
documentation.

The Securities Division 
can review a fi rm’s 
fi nancial records. There 
are currently 46 broker-
dealer fi rms and 222 
investment advisor fi rms. 

Tennessee Department 
of Safety and Homeland 
Security announced 
beginning January 4, 
2016, Tennesseans will be 
able to renew their driver 
license every eight years 
instead of fi ve years.  The 
change will include all 
classifi cations of driver 
licenses and identifi cation 
licenses.  

The legislation to 
increase the renewal years 
was proposed during the 
2015 legislative session. 
Senator Nicely and 
Representative Goins 
introduced the bill to help 
decrease wait times and 
improve customer traffi  c 
fl ow at driver services 
centers. 

“This is another step to 
improve the quality of our 
driver services and help 
bett er serve the existing 
population as well as plan 
for future growth here in 
Tennessee,” Commissioner 
Bill Gibbons said.  “It’s our 
goal to enhance our driver 
services and provide 
convenient options for our 
customers.”

The new eight year 
license will include all 
forms of driver licenses 
and identifi cation licenses, 
including commercial 
driver license and 
motorcycle license.

“We are pleased with the 
support of the Governor 
and the members of the 
General Assembly who 
continue to work with our 
department to improve our 
driver services division to 
bett er serve our growing 
state,” Gibbons said.

The mission of the 
Driver Services Division 
is to promote safe, 
knowledgeable, and 
competent drivers in the 
State of Tennessee.  For a 
full listing of center and 
kiosk locations, visit our 
website at www.tn./gov/
safety and click on our 
Driver Services page.

To help
cut down 
wait times
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3030 Gassaway Road
Boyd  - (615) 563-5171

BOYD’S 
GARAGE

Cannon Inn of
Woodbury

132 Masey Drive   Woodbury, TN 

615-563-9100
www.cannoninnofwoodbury.com

Home Away From Home

DARRYL T. DEASON, DDS
ANDREW BUCHER, DDS

801 B West Main Street
Woodbury, TN 37190
563-2266

PAUL HOLDER
REALTY & AUCTION CO.

Office 108 E. Main St.    McMinnville, TN 

Office Phone 473-7321 or 473-2208
Night 939-2644

St. Lic. No. 37, Firm Lic. No. 33

QUICK SHOP MARKET
106 E. Main Street

Woodbury, TN 37190
Open 24 Hours A Day

“We Never Close”

Smith Funeral Home
303 Murfreesboro Road 

Woodbury, TN 37190

(615) 563-5337
www.smithfuneralhomewoodbury.net

800 West Main
Street 

Woodbury, TN

Casey
Robertson,

Owner

563-5300

In partnership with Saint Thomas Hospital

324 Doolittle Road - Woodbury, TN 37190
www.StonesRiverHospital.com

Phone 615-563-4001

Compliments of

TOWN OF WOODBURY
CITY OFFICIALS

Woodbury Funeral Home
Phone 

563-2311
Obituary Line

563-2344
www.WoodburyFuneralHome.net

Woodbury Nursing Center

119 W. High St.
Woodbury, TN

37190
615-563-5939

www.gracehc.com
email: wbadmi@gracehc.com

Woodson’s Pharmacy 
Store Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30 until 6:00 pm

Sat 8:00 until 5:00 pm Sun 9:00 until 2:00 pm 
Family owned and operated for over 50 years 

FREE DELIVERY - FULL LINE OF $1 ITEMS
We accept most insurance plans and credit cards

615-563-4542

563-5773
P.O. Box 476

224 McMinnville Hwy. 

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Full Gospel Assembly of God
3212 Murfreesboro Rd.

Woodbury, 615-563-8403

Grace Assembly of God
2999 John Bragg Hwy.

Woodbury, 615-563-8711

BAPTIST
Auburn Baptist Church

87 W. Main St.
Auburntown, 615-464-4349

Burt Baptist
1087 Burt Rd.

Woodbury

Center Hill Baptist Church
2513 Short Mountain Road,

Woodbury, TN
Greg Mitchell, Pastor 765-5501

Burt Baptist Church
1087 Burt Rd.

Woodbury

First Baptist Church
405 W. Main St.

Woodbury, 615-563-2474

Harvest View Church
8560 John Bragg Hwy.

Readyville, 615-893-9900
www.HarvestViewChurch.org

www.Facebook.com/HarvestViewChurch

Plainview Baptist Church
6088 Jim Cummings Hwy.
Woodbury, 615-465-5961

Pleasant View Baptist
967 Odell Powell Rd.

Woodbury, 615-765-5123

Prosperity Baptist Church
45 Fites Ln.

Auburntown, 615-408-4300

Sanders Fork Baptist
4844 Auburntown Road

Woodbury

Shiloh Baptist Church
116 Shiloh Church Rd.

Auburntown, 615-464-4971

Sycamore Baptist Church
7165 Sycamore Creek Rd.
Woodbury, 615-563-4205

CHRISTIAN
Grace Christian Fellowship
5194 Jim Cummings Hwy.
Woodbury, 615-765-5830 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Auburn Hills Church of Christ

717 Auburntown Rd.
Woodbury, 615-563-5482

Auburntown Church of Christ
15 W. Main St.

Auburntown, 615-464-2600

Bethlehem Church of Christ
3250 Jimtown Road

Woodbury, 615-765-5699

Blues Hills Church of Christ
700 Judge Purser Hill Rd.

McMinnville, 615-563-4649

Bradyville Church of Christ
6079 Dug Hollow Road
Bradyville, 615-542-9609

Browntown Church of Christ
1024 Browntown Rd.

Woodbury, 615-765-5553

Church of Christ at Wood
99 Sally Parton Road

Woodbury 615-563-5722

Curlee Church of Christ
251 Curlee Church Rd.

Readyville, 615-563-2046

Elkins Church of Christ
67 Lincoln Lane, Woodbury

615-563-6328
www.churchofChristatElkins.org

Gassaway Church of Christ
361 Gassaway Main Street

Liberty, 615-563-2387

Iconium Church of Christ
2098 Iconium Rd.

Woodbury, 615-563-2089

Ivy  Church of Christ
101 Wade Rd.

Woodbury, 931-939-3200

Leoni Church of Christ
6818 McMinnville Hwy.
Woodbury, 615-563-2337

Midway Church of Christ
10528 Hollow Springs Rd.
Bradyville, 615-765-5151

Mt. Ararat Church of Christ
1507 Blanton School Rd.
Woodbury, 931-563-5402

New Hope Church of Christ
4296 Murfreesboro Rd.

Readyville, 615-563-8878

Pleasant View Church of Christ
1770 Pleasant View Rd.
Woodbury, 615-765-7537

Smith Grove Church of Christ
237 Hollow Springs Road

615-765-5313

West High St. Church of Christ
115 West High Street

615-663-6194

Woodbury Church of Christ
100 E. Water St.

Woodbury, 615-563-2119

CHURCH OF GOD
Short Mountain Church of God

6621 Short Mountain Road
Woodbury 931-273-3316

JEHOVAH'S WITNESS
Kingdom Hall Jehovah Witness

2769 McMinnville Hwy.
Woodbury, 615-563-8261

METHODIST
Clear Fork United Methodist 

1720 Big Hill Road
Gassaway Community

615-563-1415

Ivy  United Methodist
7985 Ivy  Road
Morrison, TN 37357

931-409-8244

New Short Mtn. United
Methodist

7312 Short Mountain Rd.
Woodbury, 615-563-1444

Simmons Chapel Free Methodist
3295 Hollow Springs Rd.
Bradyville, 615-765-5589

Woodbury United Methodist
502 W High St.

Woodbury, 615-563-2135

PENTECOSTAL
Woodbury Pentecostals

1305 Jim Cummings Hwy.
Woodbury, 615-563-4480

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
Seventh Day Adventist

303 W. Colonial St.
Woodbury, 615-563-2139

OTHER
Cannon Community Church

209 Murfreesboro Rd.
Woodbury, 615-563-8606

Cornerstone Community Church
50 Locke Creek Rd.

Woodbury, 615-563-5657

Dillon Street Independent
216 S. Dillion St.

Woodbury, 615-563-2029

Hollow Springs Community
6396 Hollow Springs Rd.
Bradyville, 615-765-7022

H.O.P.E. Fellowship Church
725 West Main Street
Woodbury, TN 37190

615-278-6016

Spirit of Life Ministries
931-952-9076
Kelly J. Ferrell

Living Springs Church
7804 Hollow Springs Rd.
Bradyville, 615-765-5181

Love Fellowship Ministry, Inc.
66 Peeler Hill Road

Woodbury, 615-765-2239

Worship Technologies 
871 Kennedy Creek Rd.

Auburntown, 615-464-4486

Phone (615) 563-3245

James Spurlock III D.O. Fax (615) 563-3247
Terrance Binks D.O. 370 Doolittle Road, Suite 1
Holly Blankenship, D.O. Woodbury, TN 37190

Mountain View Medical
Family Practice

Bus: (615) 896-5656
Cell: (615) 653-0080 Fax: (866) 739-2921

www.GregoryGoff.com    ExitRealty@GregoryGoff.com 
2630 Memorial Blvd. Murfreesboro, TN 37129

Each EXIT Office is independently Owned and Operated

Travis Hancock

Your Independent Agent

(615) 563-2123 Office P.O. Box 429
(615) 563-4280 FAX 234 McMinnville Highway
1-800-786-0690 Woodbury, TN 37190

Woodbury Insurance Agency 
WIA 

Higgins Flea Market
Open Year Round!
Booth Rentals at

563-2159

Residential Commercial

Preston Brothers Construction 
General Contractors

P.O. Box 158, Woodbury, TN 37190
Phone (615) 563-2885

Fax (615) 563-6079
E-mail: prestonc@dtccom.net

710 W.
Broad
Street

Smithville,
Tn 37166

615-597-2300

BUD’S TIRE PROS
Your Satisfaction is Our Goal 

Alignments - Balancing - Brake Service -
Oil-Lube-Filter-Shocks &

Struts - Tires
3600 East Main Street

Murfreesboro, TN 37127
(615) 896-TIRE (8473)

Subscribe to the
Cannon Courier

615-563-2512

Dr. Pepper
Bottling Co.

226 Mountain Street
McMinnville, Tn

931-473-2108

(931) 507-1131 or 888-774-3486

461 North
Chancery

Street
McMinnville,

TN 37110

Free Estimates - Financing Available We 
repair all major brands.

Anthony Johnson, Owner/Operator
Manufactured under licensed by NORDYNE, O’Falion, MO.
®Registered trademark/™Trademark of Maytag Corporation

or its related companies ©2008. All rights reserved.

Johnson’s Heating & Air
Office: (615) 536-5008      Cell: (615) 464-3166

720 West Main Street
563-7113

DONNIE ESTES          COLE BANKS

Estes Heating, Air & Refrigeration
5220 Halls Hill Pike   Murfreesboro, TN 37130

804 McMinnville 
Highway       Woodbury, 

TN 37190

“Customer First”
Global Industrial Components, Inc.

Gerald Toledo, CEO/President
MBE   ISO 9001-2000

705 S. College Street Woodbury, TN 37190
ph: 615-563-5120 cell: 615-849-2422
fx: 615-563-5121 gtoledo@gic.co.com

www.gic.co.com
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The Temptation of Jesus 
After his baptism by John the Baptist, Jesus Christ was led into the wilderness by the Holy Spirit, to

be tempted by the Devil. Jesus fasted there 40 days.
Satan said, "If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become bread." (Luke 4:3, ESV) Jesus

replied with Scripture, telling Satan man does not live by bread alone.
Then Satan took Jesus up and showed him all the kingdoms of the world, saying they were all under

the Devil's control. He promised Jesus to give them to him, if Jesus would fall down and worship him.
Again Jesus quoted from the Bible: "You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you

serve." (Deuteronomy 6:13)
In the third temptation, Satan took Jesus to the highest point of the temple in Jerusalem and dared

him to throw himself down. The Devil quoted Psalm 91:11-12, misusing the verses to imply that angels
would protect Jesus.

Jesus came back with Deuteronomy 6:16: "You shall not put the Lord your God to the test." (ESV)
Seeing that he could not defeat Jesus, the Devil left him. Then angels came and ministered to the

Lord.

Points of Interest from the Temptation of Jesus:
Matthew and Luke list the temptations in different order. Mark merely summarizes the event. The

Gospel of John does not mention it at all.
Jesus' 40 days of fasting reminds us of the 40 years the Israelites wandered in the desert, and the 40-
day fasts of Moses and Elijah.
Satan tried to ruin God's plan of salvation by getting Jesus to sin, because a sinful Messiah could not
be a worthy sacrifice for mankind. Jesus was always able to see through the Devil's tricks, and he is
much more powerful than Satan.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

HELP WANTED

Cumberland Lumber & Mfg Co Inc is 
currently taking applications for 

LABORERS
Requirements:
Valid ID
Must be Eighteen Years of Age or Older
Pre-Employment Drug Screen & Physcial

Starting Pay $8.00 Hr
Day Shift or Nightshift

Benefi ts Include:
Paid holidays
Paid Vacation
401K Program
In-Plant Savings Plan
Medical insurance
Seniority Compensation
Safety Training Programs
TN Drug Free Workplace

Interested Applicants Please Apply at 
Cumberland Lumber & Mfg. Co. Inc.
202 Red Road
McMinnville TN 37110
Monday-Friday    8:00am - 2:30 pm

SUBSTITUTE 
TRUSTEE’S NOTICE OF 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

KNOW ALL MEN BY 
THESE PRESENTS:

THAT, WHEREAS, on 
November 9, 2004, by Deed 
of Trust of record in Record 
Book 66, page 204, in the 
Register’s Offi  ce of Cannon 
County, Tennessee, said 
instrument being recorded 
on November 12, 2004, 
CHRISTOPHER LEE BAIN 
and MISTY D. BRANDON 
and husband, JOHN 
GLENDON BRANDON, 
III, did convey in trust 
unto Ralph E. Mallicoat, Jr., 
Wilson County, Tennessee, 
TRUSTEE, the tract of land 
hereinafter described, to 
secure an indebtedness 
therein described to Liberty 
State Bank, as evidenced 
by a promissory note in 
said Deed of Trust, being 
incorporated therein by 
reference; and,

WHEREAS, the Trustee, 
Ralph E. Mallicoat, Jr. 
was unable to act and 
Bratt en Hale Cook II 
having been appointed as 
Substitute Trustee in the 
place and stead of Ralph 
E. Mallicoat, Jr., Trustee, 
said appointment being 
of record in Record Book 
164, page 92, Register’s 
Offi  ce for Cannon County, 
Tennessee;

WHEREAS, default has 
been in the payment of 
said note, and the entire 
indebtedness having been 
declared due and payable 
as provided in said Deed 
of Trust and Note, and 
payment not having been 
made as demanded, and 
the holder and owner of 
said Note has instructed 
the undersigned Substitute 
Trustee to foreclose said 
Deed of Trust.

NOW, THEREFORE, by 
virtue of the authority 
in me vested, under said 
instruments, I will, on 
Monday, January 25, 2016 at 
11:00 a.m., prevailing time, 
off er for sale at the west 
door of the Cannon County 
Courthouse, Woodbury, 
Tennessee, to the last, 
highest, and best bidder for 
cash in hand, and in bar of 
all equities of redemption, 
homestead, and all other 
rights and exemptions of 
every kind, all of which 
are expressly waived in 
said Deed of Trust, the 
following described tract 
of land, the same being 
situated in the 10th Civil 
District of Cannon County, 
Tennessee, said property 
being described as follows:

For property description, 
see Deed of record in 
Record Book 66, page 201, 
Register’s Offi  ce of Cannon 
County, Tennessee.

Located upon the above-
described property and 
being permanently affi  xed 
thereto is the following 
mobile home which is also 
conveyed herewith: a 1989 
MARS Mobile Home, VIN 
#MHAL1441.

The above-described 
property has a street 
address of: 698 Blair Branch 
Road, Woodbury, TN 
37190.

Map 9 - Parcel 53.00
Said sale will be made for 
the purpose of paying the 
indebtedness secured by 
the above-described Deed 
of Trust with the proceeds 
from the sale applied in 
accordance with the terms 
of the Deed of Trust.

The Substitute Trustee 
reserves the right to 
postpone or set over the 
date of sale in the event the 
Substitute Trustee deems it 
best for any reason at the 
time of sale to postpone 
or continue this sale from 
time to time, with such 
notice of postponement 
as deemed reasonable by 
the Substitute Trustee. 
In the event the highest 
bidder at such sale fails to 
complete his purchase of 
the subject real property 
within the applicable time 
allowed, the undersigned 

Substitute Trustee reserves 
the right to complete the 
sale of the subject real 
property, without further 
notice of advertisement, 
to the next highest bidder 
who is able to consummate 
his purchase of the 
property within the time 
permitt ed by the Substitute 
Trustee. This sale shall 
further be subject to any 
announcements made at 
the time of the sale.

This sale is subject to 
all matt ers shown on 
any applicable recorded 
Plat or Plan; any unpaid 
property taxes which 
exist as a lien against the 
property; any restrictive 
covenants, easements or 
setback lines that may be 
applicable; any statutory 
rights of redemption not 
otherwise waived in the 
Deed of Trust, including 
rights of redemption of any 
governmental agency, state 
or federal; and any prior 
liens or encumbrances 
that may exist against the 
property. This sale is also 
subject to any matt er that 
an accurate survey of the 
premises would disclose.

The property is to be sold 
“As Is, Where Is,” without 
representation of warranty 
of any kind whatsoever, 
whether express or 
implied. Without limiting 
the foregoing, THIS 
PROPERTY IS TO BE 
SOLD WITHOUT ANY 
IMPLIED WARRANTY 
OF MERCHANTABILITY 
OR FITNESS FOR A 
PARTICULAR USE OR 
PURPOSE.

The purchaser will assume 
the payment of any and 
all unpaid taxes, including 
but not limited to tax years 
2014 and 2015.

Pursuant to the Fair Debt 
Collection Practices Act, 
this is an att empt to collect 
a debt and all information 
obtained may be used in 
any att empt to collect this 
debt.

DONE in Smithville, 
Tennessee, this 17th day of 
December, 2015.

BRATTEN HALE COOK II, 
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE

FOR LIBERTY STATE 
BANK

cc: Mr. Christopher Lee 
Bain - Regular Mail & 
Certifi ed Mail
698 Blair Branch Road
Woodbury, TN 37190

Ms. Misty D. Brandon - 
Regular Mail & Certifi ed 
Mail
698 Blair Branch Road
Woodbury, TN 37190

Mr. John Glendon 
Brandon, III - Regular Mail 
& Certifi ed Mail
698 Blair Branch Road
Woodbury, TN 37190

Mr. & Mrs. Danny Russell 
Fults - Regular Mail & 
Certifi ed Mail
2399 Pea Ridge Dry Creek
Liberty, TN 37095

NOTICE OF 
FORECLOSURE

 W H E R E A S , 
by Deed of Trust dated 
October 4, 2007, of 
record in Record Book 
103, page 735, Register’s 
Offi  ce of Cannon County, 
Tennessee, HANNAH 
MARIE TRIMBLE AKA 
HANNAH M. TRIMBLE 
AND JIMMY DALE 
TRIMBLE AKA JIMMY 
D. TRIMBLE, HUSBAND 
AND WIFE, did convey 
unto T. Mike Estes, as 
Trustee, a certain tract 
of real estate hereinafter 
described, to secure a 
certain indebtedness set 
out in said Deed of Trust; 
and
 W H E R E A S , 
FARM CREDIT MID-
AMERICA, FLCA 
(FORMERLY FARM 
CREDIT SERVICES OF 
MID-AMERICA, FLCA), 
is the owner and holder of 

the note secured by said 
Deed of Trust hereinabove 
referred to; and
 W H E R E A S , 
M. WYATT BURK was 
appointed Substitute 
Trustee by Appointment 
of Substitute Trustee of 
record in Record Book 
163, page 381, Register’s 
Offi  ce of Cannon County, 
Tennessee; and 

 WHEREAS, the 
said real estate described 
in said Deed of Trust is as 
follows:
LOCATED, lying and 
being in the First (1st) Civil 
District of Cannon County, 
Tennessee, and being more 
particularly described as 
follows, to wit:

BEGINNING at a Mag 
Nail (N) in the center of 
Porterfi eld Road, this being 
the northwest corner of the 
property described herein 
and the southwest corner 
of Dismukes (150/303) 
reference a Mag Nail (O) at 
the centerline intersection 
of Porterfi eld Road and 
Dement Hollow Road at 
N 04°31’31” E a distance of 
332.28’; thence leaving the 
aforementioned center of 
road and with Dismukes 
S 74°38’00” E a distance of 
206.14’ to an Iron Pin (O) at 
a Hackberry Fence Corner, 
this being the southeast 
corner of Dismukes; thence 
leaving Dismukes and 
severing the lands of Jones 
the following courses and 
distances:  S 87°44’53” E a 
distance of 485.34’ to a ½” 
Rebar (N) w/Sexton Cap 
at a 4” Cedar, this being 
the northeast corner of the 
property described herein; 
S 06°02’39” E a distance 
of 398.45’ to a ½” Rebar 
(N) w/Sexton Cap at a 
Fence Post, this being the 
Southeast corner of the 
property described herein; 
N 83°44’15” W a distance of 
183.43’ to a ½” Rebar (N) w/
Sexton Cap at a Utility Pole; 
N 82°09’52” W a distance of 
120.07’ to a ½” Rebar (N) w/
Sexton Cap at a Fence Post; 
N 69°36’45” W a distance 
of 250.35’ to a ½” Rebar 
(N)  w/Sexton Cap at a 
Fence Post; N 74°48’51” W 
a distance of 181.55’ to a ½” 
Rebar (N) w/Sexton Cap; 
N 77°51’00” W a distance 
of 33.97’ to a ½” Rebar (N) 
w/Sexton Cap; N 77°51’00” 
W a distance of 25.06’ to a 
Mag Nail (N) in the center 
of Porterfi eld Road, this 
being the southwest corner 
of the property described 
herein; thence with the 
center of Porterfi eld 
Road N 08°34’22” E a 
distance of 289.60’ to 
the point of beginning 
containing 5.67 acres, 
more or less, according 
to a survey performed 
by Mid-Tenn Surveying, 
LLC, Christopher Blake 
Sexton, RLS 2400, 2159 N. 
Thompson Lane, Suite B1, 
Murfreesboro, TN  37129 
on July 16, 2007, Further, 
reference is made to Plat 
recorded in Plat Cabinet 3, 
Slide 31, Register’s Offi  ce, 
Cannon County, Tennessee.     

FOR source of title to said 
realty reference is made to 
Warranty Deed from Alan 
C. Jones and wife, Candice 

R. Jones to Jimmy D. 
Trimble and wife, Hannah 
M. Trimble, dated October 
4, 2007 and recorded on 
October 4, 2007 in Record 
Book 103, page 733, 
Register’s Offi  ce, Cannon 
County, Tennessee. 

THIS property is subject 
to and includes any and 
all lawful easements, set-
back lines, restrictions, etc. 
of record and applying 
to the within described 
property and to the 
zoning regulations of the 
appropriate governmental 
body.

 WHEREAS, said 
Deed of Trust was made 
to secure the payment of 
a note therein set out and 
contained the power to sell 
in the case of default in the 
payment of said note and 
interest at maturity; and
 WHEREAS, the 
makers of said note have 
defaulted in the payment 
thereof, and the owner 
and holder of said note has 
declared the entire amount 
due and payable and has 
requested the undersigned 
to foreclose said Deed of 
Trust according to its terms 
in order to collect said note.
 N O W , 
THEREFORE, I, the 
undersigned, M. WYATT 
BURK, SUBSTITUTE 
TRUSTEE will, in 
accordance with the terms 
set out in the Deed of 
Trust above referred to, 
on January 29, 2016, at 
11:00 A.M., at the door 
of the Cannon County 
Courthouse, off er for sale 
and sell the above-described 
real estate at public auction 
to the highest and best 
bidder for cash in bar of 
equity of redemption and 
free from homestead and 
dower, all in accordance 
with the provisions of said 
Deed of Trust and the laws 
of Tennessee controlling 
such sales, subject, 
however, to all outstanding 
real estate taxes; any 
applicable easements and 
restrictions; and prior liens 
or mortgages, if any
 Other interested 
parties:  Alan C. Jones and 
wife, Candice R. Jones; 
Main Stree Acquisition 
Corp. (original creditor 
HSBC Bank Nevada, 
N. A.); Unifund CCR 
Partners (original Creditor 
Citifi nancial, Inc.); 
Advantage Assets Ii, Inc, as 
assignee of CitiBank (SD), 
N. A.
 Said property 
may be sold as a whole or 
by individual lots or tracts 
or groups of lots or tracts 
at the discretion of the 
Substitute Trustee.
 The right is 
reserved to adjourn the day 
of the sale to another day 
and time certain without 
further publication and in 
accordance with law upon 
announcement of said 
adjournment on the day 
and time and place of sale 
set forth above.
 The failure of 
any high bidder to pay the 
purchase price and close 
the sale shall, at the option 
of the Substitute Trustee, 
be cause for rejection of the 
bid, and if the bid is rejected, 

the Substitute Trustee shall 
have the option of making 
the sale to the next highest 
bidder who is ready, 
willing, and able to comply 
with the terms thereof.  The 
proceeds derived from the 
sale of the property will be 
applied as provided for in 
said Deed of Trust.  Said 
Deed of Trust is made a 
part hereof as if copied 
verbatim herein.

 This sale of the 
Property shall be subject 
to any and all taxes, 
easements, restrictions, 
building lines, and 
assessments (plus penalty 
and interest, if any), and 
any redemptive rights of 
any governmental agency, 
State or Federal (including 
redemptive rights of any 
taxing authority by reason 
of any tax liens), plus any 
and all other matt ers and 
encumbrances superior in 
right to the lien of the Deed 
of Trust, as well as any 
priority created by fi xture 
fi ling, and any applicable 
City and/or County zoning 
ordinances as now aff ect 
or as may later aff ect the 
parcel.
 If the U. S. 
Department of the 
Treasury/Internal Revenue 
Service, the State of 
Tennessee Department of 
Revenue, or the State of 
Tennessee Department 
of Labor and Work Force 
Development are listed as 
interested parties in the 
advertisement, then the 
notice of this foreclosure is 
being given to them, and 
the sale will be subject to the 
applicable governmental 
right to redeem the 
property, all as required by 
26 U.S.C. 7425 and T.C.A. 
67-1-1433.
 If applicable, the 
notice requirements of 
T.C.A. 35-5-117 have been 
met.
 The address of the 
property is known as 119 
Amy Lane, Readyville, TN  
37149, but such address 
is not part of the legal 
description of the property 
sold herein, and in the 
event of any discrepancy, 
the legal description herein 
shall control.  This property 
is further identifi ed as 
being Map 23, Parcel 
19.00 on the records of the 
Tax Assessor of Cannon 
County, Tennessee.
 THIS LAW 
FIRM IS ATTEMPTING 
TO COLLECT A DEBT.  
ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE.
 This 22nd day of 
December, 2015.

M. Wyatt  Burk, Substitute 
Trustee

BOBO, HUNT, WHITE & 
BURK

111 W. Side Square
Shelbyville, Tennessee 

37160
(931) 684-3327

ATTORNEYS FOR 
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE

To be published January 6, 
January 13 and January 20, 
2016

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of Alvin Carl Smith

Notice is hereby given 
that on the 28th day of 
December, 2015, lett ers of 
administration or lett ers 
testamentary in respect 
of the estate of Alvin Carl 
Smith, deceased were 
issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court of 
Cannon County, Tennessee.  
All persons both resident 
and non-residents, having 
claims matured and 
unmatured against said 
estate are required to fi le 
same with the clerk of the 
above named court within 
four months of the fi rst 
publication of this notice, 
otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred.

This 28th day of December 
2015.

Melissa Smith Hostett er, 
Executrix of the Estate of 
Alvin Carl Smith deceased.

NATHAN NICHOLS
CLERK & MASTER

MATT COWAN
ATTORNEY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of Howard Mike 
Grosch

Notice is hereby given 
that on the 15th day of 
December, 2015, lett ers of 
administration or lett ers 
testamentary in respect of 
the estate of Howard Mike 
Grosch, deceased were 
issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court of 
Cannon County, Tennessee.  
All persons both resident 
and non-residents, having 
claims matured and 
unmatured against said 
estate are required to fi le 
same with the clerk of the 
above named court within 
four months of the fi rst 
publication of this notice, 
otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred.

This 15th day of December 
2015.

Rebecca Jean Grosch, 
Administratrix of the Estate 
of Howard Mike Grosch 
deceased.

NATHAN NICHOLS
CLERK & MASTER

MATT COWAN
ATTORNEY

QUERIDO AYUDA

Cumberland Lumber & Mfg Co Inc esta to-
mando actualmente aplicaciones para 

TRABAHADIRES
REQUISITOS:
Identifi cacion Valida
Debe serdieciocho anos de edad o mayor
Pre-empleo droga pantalla y fi sico
Salario inicial $8.00 por la hora
Turno del dia o turno de noche

Los Benefi cios IncluyenPaid holidays
Dias defestivos pagadas
Vacaciones Pagadas
Programa De Retiro 401K
Plan de ahorro En La Planta
Seguro de Medico
Compensacion De Antiguedad
Progamas de formacion de seguridad
Trabajo Libre De drogas De Tennessee

Los interesados por favor aplican en
Cumberland Lumber & Mfg Co Inc
202 Red Road
McMinnville TN 37110
Lunes Al Viernes     8:00 AM-2:30PM

FREE Back 
Copies of 

the Courier 
available 

for pick up 
TODAY.  Great 

for puppy 
training, 
packing, 

storing items, 
school art, 

etc.  Stop by 
and pick up a 

bundle.



BECOME DIETARY 
MANAGER (average 
annual salary $45,423) in 
eight months in online 
program off ered by 
Tennessee College of 
Applied Technology 
Elizabethton. Details 
www.tcate l izabethton.
edu, 423-342-3977 or 
email Lisa.Blackburn@
t c a t e l i z a b e t h t o n . e d u .  
(TnScan)

Business Opportunity

OPPORTUNITY TO 
GET PAID DAILY, work 
from home, 3 minute 
overview 518-530-1390. 
Ask about $100 cash 
referral! Fred Cornell, 423-
331-7175 or fredcornell@
legalshieldassociate.com, 
LegalShield, Independent 
Associate  (TnScan)

Cable/Satellite TV

DISH NETWORK - GET 
MORE for Less! Starting 
$19.99/month (for 12 
months.) PLUS Bundle & 
Save (Fast Internet for $15 
more/month.) Call Now 
1-800-423-6015  (TnScan)

Career Counseling

“PinkSlips Consulting” is 
the world’s best advocate 
for employees. With over 15 
years of HR experience, we 
off er support and resources 

for employees in transition 
who may need assistance 
with separation paperwork 
and/or assistance with 
career counseling. Contact 
us to schedule a free 15 min. 
consultation today 469-759-
9122.  (TnScan)

Farm / Livestock

OUR HUNTERS WILL 
PAY Top $$$ To hunt your 
land. Call for a Free Base 
Camp Leasing info packet 
& Quote. 1-866-309-1507, 
www.BaseCampLeasing.
com  (TnScan)

Health

VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS! Cut your drug 
costs! SAVE $$! 50 Pills for 
$99.00. FREE Shipping! 
100% Guaranteed and 
Discreet. CALL 1-800-791-
2049  (TnScan)

Help Wanted

CAN YOU DIG IT? Heavy 
Equipment Operator 
Career! We Off er Training 
and Certifi cations Running 
Bulldozers, Backhoes, and 
Excavators. Lifetime Job 
Placement. VA Benefi ts 
Eligible! 1-866-362-6497  
(TnScan)

$1000 WEEKLY!! Mailing 
Brochures From Home. 
Helping home workers since 

2001. Genuine Opportunity. 
No Experience Required. 
Start Immediately www.
C e n t r a l M a i l i n g . N E T  
(TnScan)

Help Wanted - Drivers

CLASS A CDL FLATBED 
DRIVERS/ NEW 389 
Pete’s/Trucks set @ 
70MPH/Starting Pay up to 
.41cpm/Health Ins./401K/
Per Diem Pay/Home 
Weekends/800-648-9915 or 
www.boydandsons.com  
(TnScan)

DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED! Become a driver 
for Stevens Transport! 
No Experience Needed! 
New drivers can earn 
$800+ per week! Paid Local 
CDL Training! 1-888-743-
1575 drive4stevens.com  
(TnScan)

25 DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED! Learn to Drive for 
Werner Enterprises! Earn 
up to $42K fi rst year! CDL & 
Job Ready in 3 weeks! 1-888-
407-5172  (TnScan)

Miscellaneous

SAWMILLS FROM ONLY 
$4,397.00- Make & Save 
Money with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any 
dimension. In Stock, ready 
to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.

com 1-800-578-1363
Ext.300N  (TnScan)

Mobile Homes for Sale

MOBILE HOMES WITH 
ACREAGE. Ready to move
in. Lots of room, 3Br 2Ba. 
Quick and easy owner
fi nancing (subject to credit 
approval). No renters. 865-
291-0506  (TnScan)

Telecom/Cable/Internet

AT&T U-Verse INTERNET
STARTING at $15/month
or TV & Internet starting a
$49/month for 12 months
with 1-year agreement. Cal
1- 800-786-8031 to learn
more.  (TnScan)

C L A S S I F I E D
ADVERTISING WORKS
ONE call & your 25 word ad
will appear in 99 Tennessee
newspapers for $275/wk or
38 Middle TN newspapers
for $120/wk. Call this
newspaper’s classifi ed
advertising dept. or go to
www.tnadvertising.biz
(TnScan)for $120/wk. Cal
this newspaper’s classifi ed
advertising dept. or go to
www.tnadvertising.biz
(TnScan)

SMITH’S WRECKER 
SERVICE 

is running 24 hour wrecker 
service. Towing for 29 years

Day  is 615-563-4343
Night  is 615-653-5643.

TF-
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CLASSIFIEDS
GOFF’S TREE SERVICE -  
Complete tree service, free 
estimates. We remove trees 
and climb those impossible 
ones. Licensed and insured. 
615-943-TREE (8733).

TF-

PATTERSON’S 
HANDYMAN SERVICE 

Painting - Plumbing - Minor 
Electrical - Carpentry - 
Roofi ng - Vinyl Siding - Deck 
Building - Pressure Washing 
- and more.  No job too small.  
Free estimates. Home 563-
5057 or cell 464-8177.

TF-

ABUNDANCE ALL 
SERVICE

Remodels, Decks, New 
Construction, Electrical, 
Plumbing, Free Estimates. 
JOSH STANSBURY Home 
(615) 563-1914   Cell (615) 
416-9009

TF-

HOME MAINTENANCE
Remodeling - Plumbing 
and Electrical, Carpentry, 
Painting, 32 years 
experience. Call 563-5424 
and ask for Gary.           TF

A T T E N T I O N 
CONTRACTORS AND 
EXCAVATORS - Top soil 
and fi ll dirt delivered. No 
job too big. Tim Cooper, 
shop (615) 273-2854 or cell 
(615) 464-3736.

TF

FLEA MARKET
OPEN EVERY

WEEKEND
Woodbury Flea Market open 
every weekend.
 If you have too much stuff  
and not enough space, sell it 
at the Flea Market. Estate sales 
welcome. Great place to buy 
and sell. Rentals by the week 
or month. 
  Call (615) 563-2159 for booth 
space or information. Open 
rain or shine.                        TF

ROOTED AND GROUND 
LAWN CARE - Locally 
owned and operated, 
insured. 17 years experience. 
Dependable, aff ordable, 
quality service for 
commercial and residential 
clients. We mow, weedeat, 
trim hedges, mulch, seed, 
prune, etc. Visa, MC, 
AmerExp accepted. 615-318-
6093.                                TFN

LAWN CARE

WRECKER

WANT TO BUY

WANT TO BUY USED 
MOBILE HOMES - Call 
931-668-2031.                    TF-

STATEWIDE 
CLASSIFIEDS

FLEA MARKET

Individual 
Sale Items 

Listed in the 
Classifi eds are 
having a Good 

Turn Over!  
Even though 

Yard Sale 
Weather may 

be coming to a 
close, consider 
listing items in 
the Classifi eds 

for sale  or 
the antiques 

section.
Great way to 

gather up extra 
money!

THE BIG BANG 3 bedroom, 
2 baths, 16’ wide, free 
heatpump upgrade! $29,900. 
More bang for your bucks! 
Greatest Home Show on 
Earth now in progress at 

Meadows Homes
4651 Manchester Hwy

McMinnville
(931) 668-7300

www.meadowshomes.com
TF-C

FINISHED SHEETROCK 
DOUBLEWIDE only 
$39,900. Pick your paint 
colors, set up and delivered. 
TN’s largest independent 
dealer. 

Meadows Homes 
4651 Manchester Hwy

McMinnville
(931) 668-7300

www.meadowshomes.com
TF-June 30-C

SCRAP PRICES

SMITH’S TRUCK 
SALVAGE -  Let us bid on 
your scrap vehicle. Extra 
driver on weekends. 615-
563-4343.                          TF-

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

USED APPLIANCES AND 
A/C UNITS FOR SALE - 
Please call 615-427-3193. 

TF-

Trained for a 
Specifi c Job?
 Let the Local 

Area know you 
are available for 

work!

NOTICE

HELP WANTED

YARD SALE

IMMEDIATE JOB 
OPENING

We have an immediate 
opening for a skilled/semi-
skilled construction worker. 
Farm hands or those with 
construction knowledge 
are preferred. Email:  
Reedsremodeling@gmail.
com                                         tf

CHILD CARE

ANTIQUES

HOUSE CLEANER

HOME 
COMPANIONSHIP

HELP WANTED

MOBILE HOMES

Special Limited Time Only, 
New Doublewide, Energy 
Star Qualifi ed, 2x6 ext walls 
and free heat pump set up 
and delivered with concrete 
footers for $39,900. Davis 
Homes, Inc. 2168 Smithville 
Hwy, McMinnville, TN 
37110, davishomesinc.net       
TF-

Mike Anderson of 
Anderson’s Lawn Care 
now has a new cell phone 
number. 615-684-3567. 
Free estimates, reliable, 
aff ordable, dependable. 
Competitive pricing. Also 
will do odd jobs and power 
washing.                              TF-

HANDYMAN
LAWN SERVICE

Cannon Courier 
makes a wonderful 
 Birthday Gift or a 
“just because” gift!

Your gift 
will keep on giving 

52 weeks a year!

Call today
615-563-2512

JOB WANTED

TREE SERVICE

STILLS TREE SERVICE
Specializing in Tree 
Topping, Removal, 

Whatever needs to be done 
at an AFFORDABLE Price!

615-563-8482
Cell 615-962-1912

  May 2016

FOR SALE
Silo for sale. 

Call 615-765-5396.
ALSO, Elvis Presley Ladies 
Pocket Book - in extra nice 

condition.  
Call 615-765-5396

tf

THE HERITAGE
Just arrived, must see. Triple 
Dormers, ceiling beams, 
built-ins with stone accents, 
movable island, spa master 
bath. Customize yours to a 
3, 4 or even 5 bedroom. TVA 
free heatpump upgrade. 
Exclusively available at  

Meadows Homes
4651 Manchester Hwy

McMinnville
(931) 668-7300

www.meadowshomes.com
TF

NEW ENERGY STAR 
HOME 2x6 walls, 
Thermopane windows, 
black appliance package, 
only $23,900.

Meadows Homes 
4651 Manchester Hwy

McMinnville
(931) 668-7300

www.meadowshomes.com
TF-

HELP WANTED, Con’t

NOTICE TO FURNISHERS
OF LABOR

AND MATERIALS TO:
 Highway Markings, Inc.

PROJECT NO.: 21945-3489-94, 
08945-3461-94

CONTRACT NO.: CNP001
COUNTY: Cannon

The Tennessee Department of 
Transportation is about to make fi nal 
settlement with the contractor for 
construction of the above numbered 
project. All persons wishing to fi le 
claims pursuant to Section 54-5-
122, T.C.A. must fi le same with the 
Director of Construction, Tennessee 
Department of Transportation, Suite 
700 James K. Polk Bldg., Nashville, 
Tennessee 37243-0326, on or before 
01/22/16.

Have land for 
rent or lease?  
This is a great 

place to let 
others know 

about it!

Be sure and 
look over the 

Professionally 
Speaking Page 

this Issue!

Great new way 
to advertise with 

the Cannon 
Courier!

SERVICES

NOW HIRING
Generations at Woodbury 
is looking for individuals 
dedicated to serving people 
with mental illness.  We are 
hiring full and part time 
for Clientele Technicians.  
Must have a high school 
diploma or GED, be able to 
pass a drug screen and no 
felonies.  Please come by 
691 Auburntown Rd.  Any 
questions call 615-563-1350 
and speak with NaTina 
Alexander.                t1/6-2/10

LOST DOG
Last seen Readyville TN
Black and Brown Mixed 
Chihuhua female; Inside 
Dog Answers to Rosey; $50 
Reward; Call Lela at 615-
653-1305

NEW YEAR

NEW JOB

Place YOUR

Help

Wanted

Ad 

HERE!
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TEASERS & TRIVIA
"Party Time"

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35

36 37 38 39 40

41 42

43 44 45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

Across
1 Beast of burden
4 1/1 game
8 Kick out
13 Very
15 Shock jock né Gregg 

Hughes
16 Regard highly
17 Poker declaration
18 Periscope part
19 DeGeneres of TV
20 Song to be sung at 

midnight
23 Fliers in V's
24 Snack
25 Stinger
28 Venerable
29 ___ public
33 Marshy area
34 Early priest
35 Bonkers
36 They're often 

exchanged on 
January 1

41 Many a navel
42 Togetherness
43 Slog (through)
44 ___ Yards (Baltimore 

section)
46 French beverage
49 Jabber
50 Unruly head of hair
51 None of the above
53 Annual greeting
57 Round after the 

quarters
60 Wagered
61 Mama's man
62 2002 Olympics venue
63 Jazzy Fitzgerald
64 Supply-and-demand 

subj.
65 Cosmetician 

Elizabeth
66 Come across as
67 It's a blast

Down
1 Pungent cheese
2 Justice Alito
3 Said "cheese"
4 Gaucho's weapon
5 Store sign
6 Chicken order
7 Minor
8 Javelin, e.g.
9 Low area
10 Not well
11 Billiards stick
12 Prime time time
14 Heels
21 Delaware Indian
22 "I'm so glad!"
25 Objections

26 Bridge seat
27 They can be inflated
30 "... ___ mouse?"
31 Dress (up)
32 Per ___ (yearly)
33 Landing
34 In the thick of
35 "I'm busy!"
36 Ape
37 Maui dance
38 Above
39 Rear
40 Kinship
44 Bluecoat
45 Some computers
46 1977 Liza Minnelli 

musical

47 Add to a pile
48 Straying
50 Kind of jar
52 Sort
53 Queen's residence
54 Bush's alma mater
55 Shade of blue
56 Dutch treat
57 Place for sweaters
58 Goof
59 In style

© 2009 Hometown Content

Sudoku Puzzle #3866-M

Medium

1 2 3
4 3 5 6 7
8 7 2

3 2 1
5 7 9 3

2 8 5

1 6 7
5 8 2 1 9

6 5 4

WORD SEARCH ANSWERS
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D

CROSSWORD SUDOKU
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D

O
K

U

 
How To Write Your Own Obituary
Dear Savvy Senior,
Can you provide any tips on how to write your own obituary? 

At age 80, I am in the process of preplanning my funeral and 
would also like to take a crack at writing my own newspaper 
obit too. 

Still Alive

Dear Alive,
For many people, writing their own obituary can be a nice way 

to sum up their life, not to mention avoid any possible mistakes 
that sometimes occur when obituaries are hurriedly writt en at 
the time of death. Here’s what you should know, along with 
some tips and tools to help you write one.

Obit Tips 
Before you start writing your obit, your fi rst step is to check 

with the newspaper you want it to run in. Some newspapers 
have specifi c style guidelines or restrictions on length, some only 
accept obituaries directly from funeral homes, and some only 
publish obituaries writt en by newspaper staff  members. 

If your newspaper accepts self-writt en obits, fi nd out if they 
have a template to guide you, or check with your funeral provider. 
Most funeral homes provide forms for basic information, and 
will write the full obituary for you as part of the services they 
provide. 

You also need to be aware that most newspapers charge by 
the word, line or column inch to publish an obituary, so your 
cost will vary depending on your newspaper’s rate and length of 
your obit – most range between 200 and 500 words. 

What to Include
Depending on how detailed you want to be, the most basic 

information in an obituary usually includes your full name (and 
nickname if relevant), age, date of birth, date of death, where you 
were living when you died, signifi cant other (alive or dead), and 
details of the funeral service (public or private). If public, include 
the date, time, and location of service.

Other relevant information you may also want to include is: 
cause of death; place of birth and parents names; your other 
survivors including your children, other relatives, friends and 
pets and where they live; family members who preceded your 
death; high school and colleges you att ended and degrees 
earned; your work history and military service; your hobbies, 
accomplishments and any awards you received; your church or 
religious affi  liations; any clubs, civic and fraternal organizations 
you were members of; and any charities you feel strongly about 
that you would like people to donate to either in addition to or in 
lieu of fl owers or other gifts.

You’ll also need to include a photo, and be sure to leave copies 
with your funeral director and/or immediate family members.

Need Help? 
If you need some help writing your obituary there are free 

online resources you can turn to like legacy.com, obituaryguide.
com or caring.com/obituary, which off er tips, templates and 
sample obits. 

Or, if you want your obit to be more memorable, purchase 
the ObitKit (obitkit.com). This is a $20 workbook that helps you 
gather the details of your life so you can write an obituary that 
will refl ect your personality and story.

Savvy Senior
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Star Wars blasts away at Adams Library

It was Star Wars Day at Adams Memorial Library with readers and Star Wars fans 
dressing for the occasion which included crafts and contests. Osborne’s Piggly Wiggly 
Market was sponsor for the event.

The grand, ol’ man, Santa Claus and his missus, didn’t get left out either. A special 
open house at the library featured those two, larger-than-life fi gures.

Spectacular day at Virgin Falls Pocket Wilderness Area for the Cannon County Outdoor Club for their winter hike Tuesday December 29. The creeks and waterfalls were full 
and beautiful! Hikers included Andrew Smith, Shianne Ashford, Corey Seymour, Devin Gilpatric, Darrell Tinsley, Kaylee Nemeth, Jacob Williams, Doug King, Marc Larson 

and Belle

A spectacular day for a hike
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